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Note: Attempt all the questions. All questions carry equal marks.

(Solved)

Q. 1. Read the text given below using all the
strategies that you have studied.

The sex ratio is an important indicator of gender
balance in the population. Historically, the sex ratio
has been slightly in favour of females, that is, the
number of females per 1000 males has generally been
somewhat higher than 1000. However, India has had a
declining sex-ratio for more than a century. From 972
females per 1000 males at the turn of the 20th century,
the sex ratio has declined to 933 at the turn of the
twenty-first century. The trends of the last four decades
have been particularly worrying – from 941 in 1961
the sex ratio had fallen to an all time low of 927 in
1991 before posting a modest increase in 2001.
According to Census of India 2011 sex ratio has
increased and now it is 943 females per 1000 males.

But what has really alarmed demographers, policy
makers, social activists and concerned citizens is the
drastic fall in the child sex ratio. Age specific sex ratios
began to be computed in 1961. The sex ratio for the
0-6 years age group (known as the juvenile or child
sex ratio) has generally been substantially higher than
the overall sex ratio for all age groups, but it has been
falling very sharply. In fact the decade 1991-2001
represents an anomaly in that the overall sex ratio has
posted its highest ever increase of 6 points from the all
time low of 927 to 933, but the child sex ratio has
dropped from 945 to 927, a plunge of 18 points taking
it below the overall sex ratio for the first time. In 2011
Census (Provisional) the child sex ratio again decreased
by 13 points and now it is 919.

The state-level child sex ratios offer even greater
cause for worry. As many as nine States and Union
Territories have a child sex ratio of under 900 females
per 1000 males. Haryana is the worst state with an
incredibly low child sex ratio of 793 (the only state
below 800), followed by Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir,
Delhi, Chandigarh, Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh.
Uttar Pradesh, Daman and Diu, Himachal Pradesh,
Lakhshadweep and Madhya Pradesh are all under 925,

while large states such as West Bengal, Assam, Bihar,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka are above the
national average of 919 but below the 970-mark. Even
Kerala, the state with the better overall sex ratio does
not do too well at 964, while the highest child sex ratio
of 972 is found in Arunachal Pradesh.

Demographers and sociologists have offered
several reasons for the decline in the sex ratio in India.
The main health factor that affects women differently
from men is childbearing. It is relevant to ask if the fall
in the sex ratio may be partly due to the increased risk
of death in childbirth that only women face. However,
maternal mortality is supposed to decline with
development, as levels of nutrition, general education
and awareness, as well as, the availability of medical
and communication facilities improves. Indeed,
maternal mortality rates have been coming down in
India even though they remain high by international
standards. So, it is difficult to see how maternal morta-
lity could have been responsible for the worsening of
the sex ratio over time. Combined with the fact that the
decline in the child sex ratio has been much steeper
than the overall figure, social scientists believe that the
cause has to be sought in the differential treatment of
girl babies.

Several factors may be held responsible for the
decline in the child sex ratio, including severe neglect
of girl babies in infancy, leading to higher death rates;
sex-specific abortions that prevent girl babies from
being born; and female infanticide (or the killing of
girl babies due to religious or cultural beliefs). Each of
these reasons point to a serious social problem, and
there is some evidence that all of these have been at
work in India. Practices of female infanticide have been
known to exist in many regions, while increasing
importance is being attached to modern medical
techniques by which the sex of the baby can be
determined in the very early stages of pregnancy. The
availability of the sonogram (an x-ray like diagnostic
device based on ultra-sound technology), originally
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developed to identify genetic or other disorders in the
foetus, may be used to identify and selectively abort
female foetuses.

The regional pattern of low child sex ratios seems
to support this argument. It is striking that the lowest
child sex ratios are found in the most prosperous
regions of India. According to the Economic Survey
2018-19, Maharashtra, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh
and Delhi are having high per capita income and the
child sex ratio of these states is still low. So the problem
of selective abortions is not due to poverty or ignorance
or lack of resources.

For example, if practices like dowry mean that
parents have to make large dowry payments to marry
off their daughters, then prosperous parents would be
the ones most able to afford this. However, we find the
sex ratio to be the lowest in the most prosperous
regions.

It is also possible (though this issue is still being
researched) that as economically prosperous families
decide to have fewer children – often only one or two
now – they may also wish to choose the sex of their
child. This becomes possible with the availability of
ultra-sound technology, although the government has
passed strict laws banning this practice and imposing
heavy fines and imprisonment as punishment. Known
as the Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and
Prevention of Misuse) Act, this law has been in force
since 1996, and has been further strengthened in 2003.
However, in the long run, the solution to problems,
like bias against girl children, depends more on how
social attitudes evolve, even though laws and rules can
also help. Recently, the Government of India has
introduced the programme, ‘Beti-Bachao, Beti-
Padhao’. It can prove to be an important policy to
increase the child sex ratio in the country.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-1, Page No. 10, Q. No. 8.
Q. 2. Choose the correct prefix from the

prefixes given in brackets to express the kind of
meaning indicated for each of the words given
below:

(i) Contented (mal-, dis-, un-) negative
……………

(ii) Represent (non-, mal-, mis-) ‘wrongly’
………

(iii) Inform (mal-, mis-, dis-) ‘incorrectly’
………………

(iv) Active (ultra-, in-, hyper-) ‘extremely ……
(v) Comfortable (un-, dis-, non-)

negative …………
Ans. (i) Discontented, (ii) Misrepresent,

(iii) Misinform,  (iv) Hyperactive, (v) Uncomfortable.
Q. 3. Use the punctuations at appropriate places

in the following passage.

I glanced over his shoulder, and it was true Three
tables away sat an intrepid woman in an old-fashioned
felt hat and a purple scarf, eating without haste and
staring at him. I recognised her right away. she had
grown old and fat but it was Frau Frieda, with the snake
ring on her index finger. She was travelling from Naples
on the same ship as neruda and his wife but they had
not seen each other on board. We invited her to have
coffee at our table, and I encouraged her to talk about
her dreams in order to astound the poet. He paid no
attention, for from the very beginning he had announced
that he did not believe in prophetic dreams.

“Only poetry is clairvoyant, he said. After lunch,
during the inevitable stroll along the Ramblas, I lagged
behind with Frau Frieda so that we could renew our
memories with no other ears listening. she told me she
had sold her properties in austria and retired to Oporto,
in portugal, where she lived in a house that she
described as a fake castle on a hill, from which one
could see all the way across the ocean to the Americas.
Although she did not say so her conversation made it
clear that, dream by dream, she had taken over the entire
fortune of her ineffable patrons in Vienna. That did not
surprise me, however because I had always thought her
dreams were no more than a stratagem for surviving.
And I told her so. She laughed her irresistible laugh.
‘You’re as impudent as ever,” she said. And said no
more, because the rest of the group had stopped to wait
for Neruda to finish talking in Chilean slang to the
parrots along the Rambla de los Pájaros. When we
resumed our conversation Frau Frieda changed the
subject

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 38, Q. No. 4.
Q. 4. Why introductions and conclusions are

important in writing? Give your suggestions how
can you start and conclude a writing.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-4, Page No. 50, Q. No. 4.
Q. 5. Arrange the following sentences in order

to make a complete paragraph.
(i) (a) It focuses attention on a broad range of

factors that prevent individuals or groups from having
opportunities open to the majority of the population.

(b) Social exclusion is not accidental but systematic –
it is the result of structural features of society.

(c) Social exclusion refers to ways in which
individuals may become cut off from full involvement
in the wider society.

(d) In order to live a full and active life, individuals
must not only be able to feed, clothe and house
themselves, but should also have access to essential
goods and services such as education, health,
transportation, insurance, social security, banking and
even access to the police or judiciary.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 85, Q. No. 6.
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Developing Critical, Analytical and
Interpretive Thinking Skills

Thinking critically refers to the ability to analyse,
interpret and evaluate various ideas. Take for example,
if two persons are arguing about flattening the curve of
the spread of Covid19 and they have various sugges-
tions. They have statistics, views of experts and hypo-
thetical situations that may emerge, but their arguments
contradict the figures and arguments of other experts.
In that situation, we need to be a critical thinker which
means we have to take considered decisions. We need
to think intelligently about the issue. We have to analyse
all the beliefs and evaluate them by looking at the rea-
sons. We have to examine opinions closely and in-depth
before we accept them. In other words, we have to be a
reflective thinker. In this chapter, we will study about
some thinking tools which will make you a better writer,
reader and thinker. These tools will help us become a
more reflective person. We will have the capacity to
self-question and dispassionately analyse, synthesize
and interpret different kinds of material available and
which we can use in our writings.

THINKING CRITICALLY AS A WRITER,
READER AND TROUBLESHOOTER

Before we write anything, we should think
critically in the following ways:

(i) As a Critical Thinker: It means we have to
think critically about all the information we
have collated from different sources including
internet, books and journals.

(ii) As a Critical Listener: It means we have to
be a critical listener as we hear about
experiences, beliefs and ideas of other
people.

Strategies for Reading Critically
Reading and listening are essential before we write.

For effective writing, we need to be a thoughtful reader.

A thoughtful reader means a reader who is mindful of
inferring, interpreting, analysing and evaluating the
ideas in the text. The reader needs to adopt different
strategies for reading different types of texts. In critical
reading, the reader has to understand the text on its
own terms and critically questions the ideas and
language in that. The critical reading strategies, adapted
from Axelrod and Cooper, are given below:

Annotating: It means recording or taking notes
of our reactions, interpretation and questions as we read
the given text.

Taking Inventory: It refers to listing and
categorizing the annotations or note to find meaningful
patterns in them. For this, we have to look for repetitions
such as recurring images, stylistic features like repeated
words or phrases, repeated examples or illustrations.
We may get some meanings in these patterns.

Outlining: It implies listing the main ideas or the
gist of the text and important supporting details given
in the text.

Summarizing: It means extracting the key ideas
or gist of the text.

Synthesizing: It implies integrating our own ideas
with the information inferred from other sources.

Contextualizing: It means placing the text in its
historical and cultural context and to see whether it is
useful or relevant in our context.

Explaining the Significance of Figurative
Language: It means examining how metaphors,
similes, personification and other literary devices have
been used in the text with an intent to convey different
meanings and evoke feelings in the reader.

Reflecting on Challenges to Our Beliefs and
Value: It means thinking about our own ideas and belief
system in the context of the contradictory information
given in the text. We do not have to out rightly reject
the contradictory information.
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Evaluating the Topic of An Argument: It refers
to understanding whether the arguments in the text is
well reasoned and adequately backed by facts.

Recognizing Emotional Manipulation: It means
knowing whether the text is unfairly manipulating us,
based on exaggerated or false views.

Judging the Writer’s Credibility: It implies
identifying whether the writer represents different points
of view and has satisfactory information on the topic
or subject s/he has written.

These strategies would help in the writing process
and make us a reflective writer with a vision and with
considered and rational opinions. We can similar
strategies when we are listening to a lecture.

Q. 1. What are the strategies that you use to be
a critical reader?

Ans. The strategies that we use to be a critical
reader are:

(i) Annotating: It refers to recording or taking
notes of our reactions, interpretation and
questions that we raise while reading.

(ii) Taking Inventory: It means listing and
categorizing the annotations to get meaningful
patterns. We need to look for repetitions like
recurring images, stylistic features such as
repeated words or phrases, repeated
illustrations or examples. Some meanings
may emerge in the patterns.

(iii) Outlining: It means listing the main ideas or
the gist and important supporting details in
the text.

(iv) Summarizing: It is extracting the main ideas
or gist of the text concerned.

(v) Synthesizing: It means integrating our own
ideas with the information collected from
other sources.

(vi) Contextualizing: It is placing the text in its
historical and cultural context and to check
whether it is useful.

(vii) Explaining the significance of figurative
language: Here, we will examine different
figurative devices like metaphors, similes and
personification in the text.

(viii) Reflecting on challenges to our beliefs and
value: We have to think about our own ideas
and belief system in the context of the
contradictory information used in the text. We
should not reject the contradictory infor-
mation without understanding them.

(ix) Evaluating the topic of an argument: It is
understanding whether the arguments in the
text is well reasoned and adequately
supported by facts and figures.

(x) Recognizing emotional manipulation:
Here, we should know whether the text is
unfairly manipulating us, based on
exaggerated or false views.

(xi) Judging the writer’s credibility: It means
identifying whether the writer represents
different points of view and has satisfactory
information on the topic or subject s/he has
presented.

Thinking Critically as a Writer
When drafting essays, assignments or stories, we

need to be a critical thinker. We should objectively
review what we have written. We have to be our
toughest reader-critic. For this, we may ask:

(i) Whether the ideas included are clear and
logical?

(ii) Whether the opinions are well-developed and
well supported?

(iii) Whether the writing reflects the core beliefs
in a considered, well-thought of way?

To become a reflective person, we need to know
the following issues:

(i) Learn to differentiate fact from opinion:
A fact remains the same always. Facts have
been verified by research and generally
accepted by everyone. Tigers are wild animals
and cows are domestics are facts. There are
different opinions about the killer of John F.
Kennedy. Some people say – Lee Harvey
Oswald killed him, others say two shooters
killed him, and some people even blame the
CIA.

(ii) Support your opinions with evidence:
Examples and illustrations, statistics, opinions
of experts or even experiences of family and
friends should be provided to back opinions.
The more convincing the evidence means the
more likely readers accepting your views as
true.

(iii) Evaluate the strength of your evidence:
The evidence should support the topic
sentence. The information should be included
from a reliable source. We must be sure that
the experts are unbiased and their research is
careful and professional. The sources should
be acknowledged. We must develop a critical
eye for choosing the best evidence to support
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the topic we are writing about. We should look
at the writing from the point of view of the
reader. We must see the relevance and the
clarity as we read along. We must check
whether the material is adequate to buttress
the arguments or the views are vague. We
must check whether our views are too general
or we can improve the sentence structure.

(iv) Avoid biases and strong emotions:
Prejudices and strong emotional attitudes that
may distort the information that you are
presenting, especially in argumentative and
persuasive essays. Thus, we should check
such elements. The writing should be
sensitive to gender, caste, racial or religious
issues. For examples, we should know the
stereotypes like “All girls like pink colour.”

ANALYSING AS A STRATEGY
The skill of analysing and synthesizing are needed

for effective writing and we must develop them.
Analysing, which is more a reading strategy, and
synthesizing, which is more a writing strategy, go hand
in hand. Analysing involves pulling things apart.
Analysing an argument means we need to read it closely
and critically. Axelrod and Cooper say analysing
arguments involve two categories: Basic Features and
Motivating Factors.

The basic features are:
Issues: What the writer wishes to address, which

means what problems or issues s/he has written about
and how the writer defines or frames the issues.

Position: The writer’s own views on the issue,
which is normally be the ‘Thesis Statement’ of the essay.

Arguments: What evidence the writer provides
to support his/her position, including facts, examples,
statistics and views of experts.

Counter-argument: How the writer refutes the
opposite point of view – whether s/he concedes to some
of the opposing arguments or how strong are the writer’s
own views vis-à-vis the view of opponents. Certain
factors could be explicitly stated or even implied in
the writer’s arguments, called motivating factors.

Values: These are moral, ethical or ideological
considerations of the writer, which inevitably get
included in writings.

Needs and Interests: This are the need of the
writer to highlight any burning issues in his/her life.

Priorities/Concerns: The fears and concerns of
the writer would inevitably become his/her priority.

Read the passages and answer the questions
below:

Passage-1
This book, Animal Liberation, is about the tyranny

of human over non-human animals. This tyranny has
caused and today is still causing an amount of pain and
suffering that can only be compared with that which
resulted from the centuries of tyranny by white humans
over black humans. The struggle against this tyranny is
a struggle as important as any of the moral and social
issues that have been fought over in recent years.

Passage-2
This book is an attempt to think through, carefully

and consistently, the question of how we ought to treat
non-human animals. In the process it exposes the
prejudices that lie behind our present attitudes and
behaviour. In the chapters that describe what these
attitudes mean in practical terms – how animals suffer
from the tyranny of human beings – there are passages
that will arouse some emotions. These will, I hope, be
emotions of anger and outrage, coupled with a
determination to do something about the practices
described. Nowhere in this book, however, do I appeal
to the reader’s emotions where they cannot be supported
by reason. When there are unpleasant things to be
described it would be dishonest to try to describe them
in some neutral way that hid their real unpleasantness.
You cannot write objectively about the experiments of
the Nazi concentration camp “Doctors” on those they
considered “Sub-human” without stirring emotions; and
the same is true of a description of some of the
experiments performed today on non-humans in
laboratories in America, Britain, and elsewhere. The
ultimate justification for opposition to both these kinds
of experiments, though, not emotional. It is an appeal
to basic moral principles which we all accept, and the
application of these principles to the victims of both
kinds of experiment is demanded by reason, not
emotion.

Q. 1. What is the main idea of the two passages?
Ans. The main ideas of the two passages are:

The tyranny of human over other animals.
The fight against this cruelty is like any of the
moral and social issues.
How we should treat other animals.
Experiments performed on non-humans are
cruel.

Q. 2. Does the author appeal to people’s
emotions?
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Ans.  The author appeals to people’s emotion by
referring to the tyranny by white humans over black
humans and the experiments of the Nazi concentration
camp “Doctors” on those they considered “Sub-human”
without stirring emotions; and the same is true of a
description of some of the experiments performed today
on non-humans in laboratories in America, Britain, and
elsewhere.
Synthesizing as a Writing Strategy

Synthesizing means presenting facts, ideas and
information collected from various sources and
suggesting ways in which these sources have a link.
For example, facts from a particular article could be
extended in another book; or arguments in one research
paper may be contradicted in another source. According
to Alexrod and Cooper, when we synthesize material
from different sources, we develop a talk among various
sources and in that conversation we also participate.

Synthesizing is crucial in the process of writing
on any topic, especially if you are using multiple
resources. To create an effective synthesis, we must
read the all material we have collected, albeit
superficially; and then focus on the source we have
selected as most appropriate for your topic. If we are
basing our assignment on multiple source synthesis,
we need to pick up relevant arguments/facts from these
different articles/books and perhaps a quotation or two
as well to describe the points.

Q. 1. Select a passage which has an argumen-
tative focus and follows the basic issues and
motivating factors which are outlined.

Ans. The following passage has an argumentative
focus:

Higher education is very important in our life. It
provides more job opportunities. It widens the scope
of employment opportunity. For example, a graduate
can apply for most of the government job opportunities.
A post graduate degree further increases the job
opportunities in both public and private sectors. Higher
education enhances knowledge. In school, we study
about all subjects and they are not extensive, but in
high education we study extensively about a specific
subject. It makes us expert in a specific field. Higher
education increases the confidence level of a person. It
makes us more responsible in whatever we do. We take
proper decision and implement them. Higher education
improves our communication skills. In higher education
students are required to more written assignments, work
in groups and participate in discussions. All this lead
to excellent written communication, speaking skills, and

group communication. Studies have found that people
with higher education are better in critical thinking and
decision making. They are taught to ask questions,
reflect and analyze – all critical skills for later success.
When an entire society is highly educated, productivity
increases, average income increases and unemployment
decreases. This leads to the economic growth and
stability of the country. Thus, higher education has both
personal and social benefits.

Basic Issues: The importance of higher education.
It has various benefits for an individual and the society.

The Motivating Factors: Higher education makes
a person a better individual.

Values: Higher education has both personal and
social benefits.

Needs and Interests: Productivity and average
income increase.

Priorities should be: Higher education.
Q. 2. Write an essay on any topic of your choice

which follows an argumentative framework.
Ans. Title: Democracy is the best form of

government
Democracy is a form of government in which the

people have the authority to select their governing
legislators. The notion of democracy has evolved over
time considerably. There are two types of democracy –
direct and representative. In a direct democracy, the
people directly deliberate and decide on legislation. In
a representative form of democracy, the people elect
representatives to deliberate and decide on legislation.

Democracy is the best form of government for the
following reasons: This system of government provides
the kinds of freedom necessary for all round
development and growth of the citizens. A democratic
government depends on the wishes of the people who
rule. Thus, it is a more accountable form of government.
A democracy requires that the rulers have to attend to
the needs of the people. It is a form of government in
which rulers are elected by the people. It is based on
free and fair election and those currently in power have
a fair chance of losing. In democracy, the final decision
making power rests with those elected by the people. A
democratic government rules within the limits set by
the laws of the land. A democratic decision involves
many people, discussions, consultations and meetings.
All these take time, but reduce the chances of rash or
irresponsible decisions which further improves the
quality of decision-making. In a diverse society, people
are bound to have differences of opinions and interests.
To iron out these differences, democracy is the only
known solution as there is no permanent winner and
no permanent loser. Democracy is based on the
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