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Time: 3 Hours ] [  Maximum Marks: 100

Note: Attempt all the questions. All questions carry equal marks.

(Solved)

Q. 1.  Read the following passage and answer
the questions given below.

Before actually entering the university for my B.A.,
I had a whole year’s reprieve by failing in the university
entrance examination held in the high school. I had
expected to fare ill in physics and chemistry, both of
which had defied my understanding. I never understood
what I was expected to do with the “data” provided
with the so-called problems the relevance of
“atmospheric pressure” or “atomic weight,” or what to
do with logarithm tables, or the why or how of a
“normal” solution. These points never became clear to
me either through my own efforts or through our
teacher’s explanations. I had been certain of failure in
these two subjects, but, as if by a miracle, I had
somehow passed in them, though not with flying
colours. On the contrary, I had failed where I was most
confident – English. I failed so miserably and
completely that everyone wondered if I was literate at
all. My father, in spite of his strict attitudes in school
matters, had one very pleasant quality – he never
bothered about the examination results. He always
displayed sympathy for a fallen candidate; he had no
faith in the examination system at all. But even he was
forced to exclaim in surprise, “Stupid fellow, you have
failed in English! Why?” Proficiency in English being
a social hallmark, I remained silent without offering
any explanation, though I knew why. One of our English
texts was a grey-bound book of chilling dullness called
Explorations and Discoveries, pages full of Mungo
Park’s expeditions and so forth. In my whole career I
have not come across any book to match its
unreadability. I had found it impossible, and totally
abolished it from my universe, deciding to depend upon
other questions in the examination from Oliver Twist
or Poetical Selections. But I found in the examination
hall that four out of six questions were based on

Explorations – that horrible man the question-setter
seemed to have been an abnormal, explorationist. I gave
up, left the examination hall in half an hour, and sat in
contemplation on one of the brick monuments beside
the lily pond.

(From R.K. Narayan: My Days, Orient
Paperbacks)

(i) In what subjects did the author pass even
though he didn’t expect to? 

Ans. In physics and chemistry.
(ii) What subject did he fail in? 
Ans. In English.
(iii) Choose the best answer: The author’s father

was not disturbed by his son’s examination results
because:

(a) he was a man of wide sympathies. 
(b) he did not think the examination system was

fair and reliable. 
(c) he knew that his son was stupid. 
Ans. (b) he did not think the examination system

was fair and reliable. 
(iv) Why was it necessary to learn English well

in those days? 
Ans. It was a hallmark of social status.
(v) ‘abolished it from my universe’ means that

he paid no attention to that book. Therefore,
abolished and universe here are examples of:

(a) multiple meanings. 
(b) extended meanings. 
Ans. (b) extended meanings.
(vi) Give homophones for ‘whole’ and ‘fare’
Ans. whole — hole 

 fare — fair.
(vii) Say yes or no. 
(a) Entrance in this passage refers to the

examination which had to bepassed in order to enter
the university for higher studies.
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(b) Tables here mean pieces of furniture with
the tops and legs.

(c) Subjects here mean members of a State ruled
over by a king. 

(d) Faith here means religion. 
(e) bound here means fastened and covered with

cardboard. 
(f) Career is a support for luggage, etc. fixed to

a bicycle, motor-car, etc.
Ans. (a) – Yes, (b) – No, (c) – No, (d) – No, (e) –

Yes, (f) – No.
Q. 2. In the sentences below, a number of words

have been used twice – once in the literal sense and
the second time in an extended sense. Write ‘L’
beside the sentence in which the word in italics is
used in the literal sense. Write ‘E’ where it is used
in an extended sense.

(i) He was angry with me because I had broken his
pen_____________. 

(ii Huge waves rose in the angry sea.
_____________.

(iii) They fired at the house. The bullets buried
themselves in the wall. _____________.

(iv) ‘Three nights later old Major died peacefully
in his sleep. His body was buried at the foot of the
orchard.’

(v) Death is a true friend.  _____________.
(vi) In ancient times, the Romans brought slaves

from battles.  _________________________.
(vii) Rajesh is my best end.  _____________ .
(viii) I was exposed as a slave of habit even in so

trading a matter as getting the first cigarette out of a
new packet. _____________. 

(ix) Chakki’s peace of mind was shattered.
_____________. 

(x) A glass pane of our window was shattered by a
cricket ball. _____________. 

Ans. (i) – L, (ii) – E, (iii) – E, (iv) – L, (v) – E,
(vi) – L, (vii) – L, (viii) – E, (ix) – E, (x) – L.

Q. 3. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences
with suitable words from the list given below. Each
word is to be used in two sentences.

bank (noun), book (verb), cold (noun), principal
(noun), subject (noun). 

(i) We’ll have to ___________ you on a charge of
speeding.

(ii) You’ll get back the  ___________with interest.

(iii) It’s nice to put on a warm coat and go for a
walk in the  ___________.

(iv) He is a  ___________ of the United Kingdom.
Ans. subject
(v) We sat on the  ___________ of a river.
(vi) You’ll catch  ___________ if you don’t put a

coat on.
(vii) The  ___________ of the college gave a

speech on this occasion.
(viii) The flower beds should be separated by a

 ___________.
(ix) Please  ___________ a seat for me on this

evening’s flight to Hyderabad.
(x) His strange clothes were the  ___________of

great amusement.
Ans. (i) book, (ii) principal, (iii) cold, (iv) subject,

(v) bank, (vi) cold, (vii) principal, (viii) bank, (ix) book,
(x) subject.

Q. 4. “Homophones are often used to create
puns and to deceive the reader (as in crossword
puzzles) or to suggest multiple meanings.” Discuss.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 27, Q. No. 4.
Q. 5. Fill in the blank with the correct auxiliary

verb from the choices presented:
1. What ________________ the kids doing when

you last saw them? (was, were, are, did, been)
2. Carla ________________ always wanted to try

skydiving. (was, doesn’t, has, is, have)
3. Where __________________ you go on your

summer vacation? (were, been, are, did, does)
4. Why do you think she __________ call you like

she said she would? (didn’t, is, hasn’t, has been, have)
5. Mary _____________ going to be upset when

she hears what happened. (will, don’t, is, didn’t, has)
6. Jeremy _____________ want to go to the

movies; he wants to stay home instead. (doesn’t, isn’t,
wasn’t, hasn’t, was not)

7. I _________________ appreciate his jokes.
They weren’t funny. (did, have, been, didn’t, haven’t)

8. I really like fish but I _______________ care
for meat. (weren’t, been, don’t, is, was)

9. Where _____________ you going when I saw
you last night? (were, was, is, do, did)

10. Tara ________________ called yet; she’s late
as usual. (are, were, has, hasn’t, wouldn’t) 

Ans. 1. Were, 2. has, 3. did, 4. didn’t, 5. is, 6.
doesn’t, 7. didn’t, 8. don’t, 9. were, 10. hasn’t.
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Literal Versus Metaphorical Meaning

As we study English literature we can feel that
language used in the literature is different from the
ordinary language. So, in this chapter we will study
and understand the relationship of language to literature.
It is important for us to understand the dynamic nature
of ‘Words’ and how creative writers/orators manipulate
them in particular contexts to bring about special
effects. Will study the difference between literal
meanings and extended meanings, use some of the
important words in their extended senses in order to
write more effectively. 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
Language is basically a system of communication

that enables the transfer of information. It takes into
consideration both written and spoken mediums of
communication. It is more of an abstract form using
symbols and meanings. It comprises words, sentences,
and sounds. The combination of these elements helps
the information of a language. Literature refers to the
written aspect of communication. Any form of written
communication is said to be literature. It is a collection
of expressions. These expressions are communicated
via language. The purpose of language is to express
ideas, opinions, emotions, and knowledge. Whereas,
the purpose of literature is to capture those expressions
of language. There can be as much literature as
languages. These two can be classified into two groups,
i.e., non-literary and literary languages, 

Literal language is language that means exactly
what it says. It uses words by their dictionary
definitions. “I am going to the store” is literal language.

The opposite of literal language is non-literal language.
These are words and phrases that do not mean exactly
what they say. You probably hear these words and
phrases all the time. For example, say you are really
angry at your friend. He might tell you to “chill.” The
dictionary meaning of chill is “to become cold.” Your
friend is not telling you to put yourself into your freezer.
He is telling you to relax. He is using chill as a non-
literal language. People use non-literal words and
phrases for many reasons. Non-literal words and
phrases help express feelings. They help show how one
thing is like another. They also help create images in a
reader’s mind. They can make a text more fun to read.

Figurative language takes many different forms in
linguistics and literature. A simile is a comparison of
two things using the words “like” or “as.” A metaphor
is a more direct comparison of two things. In “The Great
Gatsby,” author F. Scott Fitzgerald could have used a
simile such as, “When she spoke it sounded like gold
coins clinking together,” to describe the seeming
promise of riches in the character Daisy’s voice. Instead
he used a metaphor: “Her voice was full of money.”
Personification imparts animate qualities to an
inanimate object, as in the phrase, “the laughing brook.”
Periphrasis uses a descriptive phrase in place of a simple
noun. An example would be the phrase, “the heavy
blanket of winter,” which substitutes “heavy blanket”
for snow.

As a medium of communication Language
Functions mainly through two modes, i.e., spoken and
written. The spoken medium is used in our daily
communication, and the written medium in all our
writings and readings, official or otherwise.  Some of
the differences are as below: 
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Speech Writing

1. We speak and listen to speech – so 1. We write, and read what is written and hence
vocal and auditory systems are used. it involves our visual capacity

2. Speech (minus the recording system) is 2. Writing can be presented as record.
transient. For it dissipates in air after it is
spoken.

3. Speech has different degrees of pauses and 3. Writing exploits punctuations to give a rhythm
it uses intonation contours for statements, of language; and also we can have diagrams,
questions, special focus, etc. graphs, charts and equations in writing.

4. Speaker and hearer are generally close and 4. Writing generally, involves some distance
here there is greater integration between between the writer and the reader and hence
the two. it involves distance between the interlocutors.

5. Since the interlocutors are present, which is 5. Due to distance, writing generally is more
assumed, resulting in utterances which are grammatically complete.
grammatically incomplete.

Writing can be presented as a record. Writing
exploits punctuations to give a rhythm of language; and
also we can have diagrams, graphs, charts and equations
in writing. Writing generally, involves some distance
between the writer and the reader and hence it involves
distance between the interlocutors. Due to distance,
writing generally is more grammatically complete.
Although the two are different modes of language but
they are not entirely exclusive, e.g., we can find
elements of speech in written dialogues as in novels
and dramas, or even have the written form in speech as
in the news broadcast/telecast over the radio/TV. All
dramas (plays) are constructed on the pattern of oral
speech (dialogues). Dialogues in drama function at two
levels as shown in the diagram below from Short (1989:
49) [M. Short 1989: ‘Discourse analysis and the
Analysis of Drama’. In R. Carter and P. Simpson (eds)
Language, Discourse and Literature, London: Unwin
Hyman.] 

Addressor 1 — • Message — • Addressee 1
(playwright) (audience/reader)

Addressor 2 — • Message — • Addressee 2
(character A) (character B)
This diagram shows that the playwright addresses

the audience/reader through constructed dialogues at
one level, and at another level it is the characters within
the play that are shown to interact with one another.
All dialogues get meaning from the created ‘Physical’
context and the ‘personal’ context. By physical context,
we mean creation of environments like home,
workplace, etc. and the personal context encompasses
social status and groups memberships by virtue of which
characters speak. About dialogues you will learn more
in later Blocks. In writing, we generally come across
two varieties of speech – the ‘direct’ speech and the
‘indirect’ speech. Look at the two structures below: 

1. She said, “I’ll come here tomorrow”
               Or Direct Speech 

2. ‘I’ll come here tomorrow, “ she said 

3. She said that she would go there the following
day. (Indirect speech)

In direct speech, we have the reporting verb which
can be different from the tense of the reported speech
in inverted commas. The indirect speech changes the
pronouns, the adverbs of time, and the tense of the
reported speech etc. In novels and short stories, we find
a third variety called the ‘Free Indirect Discourse’
(FID). The FID combines elements from both the direct

speech and the indirect speech and it functions to
present a ‘stream of consciousness’, etc. The above
sentence can be rendered in FID as: 

4. She would be there tomorrow. 
Here the adverb ‘tomorrow’ has the form as in the

direct speech and the phrase ‘she would’ as in the
indirect speech, arid the higher reporting verb as ‘she
said’ is missing. The FID expressions at times do carry

}
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the punctuation marks found in direct speech such as
questions mark or sign of interrogation, etc.
LITERAL VERSUS METAPHORICAL
MEANING 

Literal and Metaphorical meaning of words refer
to use of words in writing or speaking a language.
Literal meaning is the most commonly used and
ordinary meaning of a word. For example the word
‘light’ has been used literally in the following sentence:

He switched on the light.
However, the metaphorical meaning of a word is

more imaginative. It is symbolic of something else. Its
use makes the language more appealing and stylistic.
Often famous authors, poets, philosophers, etc. use
metaphorical language. For example the word ‘light’
has been used metaphorically in the following sentence:

He is the light of the world.
Some other sentences having metaphorical

expressions are given below:
He is drowned in a sea of grief.
His mind is a placid lake of serenity.
As adjectives the difference between metaphorical

and literal is that metaphorical is pertaining to or
characterized by a metaphor; figurative; symbolic while
literal is exactly as stated; read or understood without
additional interpretation; according to the letter or
verbal expression; real; not figurative or metaphorical.

As a noun literal is (programming) a value, as
opposed to an identifier, written into the source code
of a computer program.

Q. In the sentences below, a number of words
have been used twice – once in the literal sense and
the second time in an extended sense. Write ‘L’
beside the sentence in which the word in italics is
used in the literal sense. Write ‘E’ where it is used
in an extended sense.

(i) He was angry with me because I had broken his
pen_____________. 

(ii Huge waves rose in the angry sea.
_____________.

(iii) They fired at the house. The bullets buried
themselves in the wall. _____________.

(iv) ‘Three nights later old Major died peacefully
in his sleep. His body was buried at the foot of the
orchard.’

(v) Death is a true friend.  _____________.
(vi) In ancient times, the Romans brought slaves

from battles.  _________________________.
(vii) Rajesh is my best end.  _____________ .
(viii) I was exposed as a slave of habit even in so

trading a matter as getting the first cigarette out of a
new packet. _____________. 

(ix) Chakki’s peace of mind was shattered.
_____________. 

(x) A glass pane of our window was shattered by a
cricket ball. _____________. 

Ans. (i) – L, (ii) – E, (iii) – E, (iv) – L, (v) – E,
(vi) – L, (vii) – L, (viii) – E, (ix) – E, (x) – L.
EXTENSION OF MEANING 
From a Concrete Object to an Abstract Idea 

Concrete Terms refer to objects or events that are
available to the senses. Examples of concrete terms
include: spoon, table, velvet eye patch, nose ring, sinus
mask, green, hot, walking. Abstract Terms refer to
ideas or concepts; they have no physical referents.
Examples of abstract terms include love, success,
freedom, good, moral, democracy. When we use a
concrete object word with its meaning transferred or
extended to which we can feel and see to an abstract
idea. This helps to make the idea vivid and becomes
easier to ‘see’ the idea or visualize it in concrete terms
with the help of a word-picture.

Q. Read the following sentences. 
The italicized words have been used in an

extended sense. An abstract idea has been
concretized. Say how the transference has taken
place.

(i) Our conversation drifted from cricket to
politics. 

Ans. In a literal sense we can say that ‘logs drift in
the river’. They float and are driven along by the waves.
The logs have no control over their movement. Likewise
the conversation changed gradually from cricket to
politics without the speakers being conscious of it. 

(ii) When her husband died, all her hopes for
the future crumbled to nothing. 

Ans. Anything that falls apart, especially into small
bits, can be said to crumble. For example, when an
expensive pot slipped from Pavitra’s hand, it crumbled
(into small pieces). Similarly, in the sentence given
above it means all her future hopes were shattered. 
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(iii) The military government has successfully
crushed all opposition. 

Ans. Whenever an object is crushed, it breaks into
very small pieces. In the above sentence the opposition
in the same way has been destroyed to that extent, it
has become powerless.

(iv) The animals absorbed everything that they
were told. 

Ans. Whenever we say something absorbs water
it means that it takes water in. In the same manner stated
in the above sentence as the animals listened to and
understood everything they were told. They took in all
that had been said. 

(v) Karuthamma’s whole body became bathed
in perspiration. 

Ans. Bathed word is generally used as the whole
body is washed with water. Here, in the above sentence
perspiration covered the whole body.

(vi) Age is my alarm clock, the old man said.
‘Why do old men wake so early? Is it to have one
longer day?’ (From Ernest Hemingway: The Old
Man and the Sea).

Ans. As we know that people use an alarm-clock
to wake up early in the morning. In the sentence it means
that when one grows older one loses some sleep. So
because of his old age he naturally gets up early. 

(vii) The shop man, in some dim cavern of his
mind, may have dared to think so too.

Ans. As the light in a cavern or cave is always
dim. In the same way the ideas in the mind of a shopman
were hazy.

(viii) They heard the newcomer’s shrill voice
raised in a torrent of abuse. 

Ans. As a torrent of water is a violently rushing
stream of water. In the same way in the above sentence
the newcomer used a torrent of bad language or abuse.

(ix) As long as she doesn’t break the peace, I
have nothing to do with her. 

Ans. When an object is broken into parts means
it’s finished. In the same way in the above statement if
peace is broken, it means that it has come to an end. 

(x) When lights were brought and Wolfgang had
a better opportunity of looking at the stranger, he
was more than even intoxicated by her beauty. 

Ans. Generally, someone is usually intoxicated by
alcohol, which causes a loss of one’s control of actions
and feelings. The sentence given above means ‘her
beauty’ has a similar effect on Wolfgang. It brought
out strong feelings of wild excitement which he could
not control. 

Living (Animal or Human) to Non-Living (Object)
and Vice-Versa 

Sometimes people describe non-living objects or
things by comparing them with some animal or human
qualities and feelings, which implies attribute a personal
nature or human characteristics to something non-
human. They transfer qualities or things usually
associated with living beings to non-living things which
helps to picture things and objects more clearly in
imagination. 

For example: 
April is the cruelest month of the year.
The radio stared at me.
The car brakes screamed all through the journey.
The car stopped with a groaning complaint.
One leg of the Sofa was broken. 
The warrior has a heart of stone.
Love is a battlefield.
Baby, you are my sunshine.
Chaos is a friend of the legislator.
I am drowning in a sea of grief.
My roommate is going through a rollercoaster
of emotions.

Here, the transfer of meaning in all the cases has
taken place like this: 

Living thing ‘!non-living thing (animal/human)’!
(object) e.g., leg of animal leg of sofa

The transfer of extension may be the other way,
too; that is, 

Non-living thing! living thing e.g.,
He is the person with a dog’s tail and will never

get straight. This means we talk about some person who
will never change as the dog’s tail is always round.

Q. In the following sentences, the italicized
words are used in an extended sense. State whether
the extension is from living to non-living
(personification) or vice-versa. Also say in a few
words what idea from the literal use has been
transferred. e.g., The plane had to make a belly
landing. 

Explanation: Belly is the part of the human body
between the chest and the legs, which contains the
stomach and the bowels. It can refer to an object that is
curved or round like this part of the body. (Here, the
extension is from living to non-living).

Now explain the following. 
(i) He is a budding poet. 
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