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( Solved )

UNDERSTANDING PROSE
Time: 3 Hours ] [  Maximum Marks: 100
Note: Answer any five  questions. All questions carry equal marks.

QUESTION PAPER
( June – 2019 )

Q. 1. What is the definition of prose? Discuss
the kinds and characteristics of prose.

Ans. The word ‘prose’ is derived from the Latin
term ‘prosus’ meaning ‘direct’ or ‘straight’. Thus
prose in direct writing is of three kinds: descriptive,
narrative and expository. The words have two kinds
of meanings denotative and connotative. The literary
forms of prose are, short story, novel, essay,
biography and auto-biography. They have their own
characteristics. Figures of speech enhance the
attraction of a prose writing. Main figures of speech
are simile, metaphor, image, symbol, personification,
metonymy, synecdoche, apostrophe, hyperbole and
litotes.

Prose is the most typical form of language,
applying ordinary grammatical structure and natural
flow of speech rather than rhythmic structure (as in
traditional poetry). Prose is reciprocal to poetry.
While there are critical debates on the construction
of prose, its simplicity and loosely defined structure
has led to its adoption for the majority of spoken
dialogue, factual discourse as well as topical and
fictional writing. It is commonly used, for example,
in literature, newspapers, magazines, encyclopedias,
broadcasting, film, history, philosophy, law and many
other forms of communication.

Novels, essays, short stories, and works of
criticism are examples of prose. Other examples
include: comedy, drama, fable, fiction, folk tale,
hagiography, legend, literature, myth, narrative, saga,
science fiction, story, theme, tragedy.

Prose lacks the more formal metrical structure
of verse that is almost always found in traditional
poetry. Poems often involve a meter and/or rhyme
scheme. Prose, instead, comprises full, grammatical
sentences, which then constitute paragraphs and
overlook aesthetic appeal. Some works of prose do
contain traces of metrical structure or versification
and a conscious blend of the two literature formats is

known as prose poetry. Similarly, any work of verse
with fewer rules and restrictions is known as free
verse. Verse is considered to be more systematic or
formulaic, whereas prose is the most reflective of
ordinary (often conversational) speech. On this point
Samuel Taylor Coleridge requested, jokingly, that
novice poets should know the “definitions of prose
and poetry; that is, prose,-words in their best order;
poetry,-the best words in their best order.” In
Molière’s play Le Bourgeois gentilhomme, Monsieur
Jourdain asked for something to be written in neither
verse nor prose. A philosophy master replied that
“there is no other way to express oneself than with
prose or verse,” for the simple reason being that
“everything that is not prose is verse, and everything
that is not verse is prose.”

Also Ref.: See Chapter-2, Page No. 2, ‘Varieties
of Prose’and Page No. 3,  ‘Forms of Prose’.

Or
Define fictional prose and evaluate it by giving

examples from any text prescribed in your course.
Ans. Fiction broadly refers to any narrative that

is derived from the imagination—in other words, not
based strictly on history or fact. It can also refer,
more narrowly, to narratives written only in prose
(the novel and short story), and is often used as a
synonym for the novel. In cinema it corresponds to
narrative film in opposition to documentary as far
as novel to feature film and short story to short film.

In its most narrow usage fiction refers to novels,
but it may also denote any “literary narrative” (see
literary fiction), including novels, novellas, and short
stories. More broadly, fiction has come to encompass
imaginative storytelling in any format, including
writings, theatrical performances, comics, films,
television programs, animations, games (most
notably, video games and role-playing games), and
so on.

www.neerajbooks.com

www.neerajbooks.com



www.neerajbooks.com

Neeraj  
Publications

A work of fiction implies the inventive act of
constructing an imaginary world, so its audience
does not typically expect it to be totally faithful to
the real world in presenting only characters who
are actual people or descriptions that are factually
true. Instead, the context of fiction, generally
understood as not adhering precisely to the real
world, is more open to interpretation. Characters
and events within a fictional work may even be set
in their own context entirely separate from the
known universe: an independent fictional universe.

Fiction’s traditional opposite is non-fiction, a
narrative work whose creator assumes respon-
sibility for presenting only the historical and factual
truth. The distinction between fiction and non-
fiction however can be unclear in some recent
artistic and literary movements, such as postmodern
literature.

Fictional prose includes short stories, novels,
jokes, tall tales, etc. Prose that doesn’t pass itself
off as depictions of events that actually happened.
You can have historical fiction, in which the broad
events (i.e., the Civil War) have a basis in fact, but
the characters and their individual actions are made
up by the author. See Stephen Crane’s “The Red
Badge of Courage” as an example. You could write
a piece of fictional prose about (for example)
George Washington crossing the Delaware. Maybe
your narrator is one of the people rowing the boat,
and you start your story: “So now the Old Man
wants to go on a boat ride, at night, in the middle
of winter, and gets me out of a nice warm tavern to
row his stupid self across this dumb river.” Since
you have no way of knowing what any of the
boatmen actually thought, you’re writing fictional

prose.

Let us take the example of Mother by Judah

Waten.

Also Ref.: See Chapter-13, Page No. 75,

‘Discussion’.
Q. 2. Anne Frank’s ‘The Diary of a Young

Girl’ is much more than a personal account of
her experiences. Discuss.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-29, Page No. 162,
‘Anne Frank’s Diary as a Literary Work’.

Or
Examine the biographical techniques used

by Boswell in ‘Life of Johnson’.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-27, Page No. 147,

‘Biographical Techniques’.

Q. 3. Through her grief, Urmi is drawn into
the lives of three very different women, who are
‘haunted by fears, secrets and deep grief’. Discuss
with reference to Shashi Deshpande’s The Binding
Vine .

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-20, Page No. 108,
‘Characters in Novel’.

Or
The Binding Vine discuses the conflict between

the idea that women have of themselves and the
idea that women have of themselves and the idea
that society imposes on them. Discuss with
examples from the text.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-19, Page No. 106, ‘The
Theme of Human Relationships’.

Q. 4. Comment upon the tragedy of the old
man and the insensitivity of his listeners in the
short story ‘Misery’ by Anton Chekov.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-14, Page No. 79,
‘Discussion’.

Or
Discuss and establish that in ‘The Legacy’ we

have the theme of ego, jealousy, identity and
gender roles.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-16, Page No. 85,
‘Discussion’.

Q. 5. Judah Waten gives the insider’s view of
Jewish life in Australia. Discuss with the help of
the prescribed text.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-13, Page No. 73, ‘Judah
Waten’ and Page No. 75, ‘Discussion’.

Or
Discuss ‘The Short Happy Life of Francis

Macomber’ as an example of narrative prose .
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 32, ‘Passage

From Hemingways’, ‘The Short Happy Life of Francis
Macoamber’.

Q. 6. What are the views of Edmund Leach in
‘Men and Learning’ on education and society?

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-9, Page No. 54,
‘Discussion’.

Or
What are Tagore’s views on the importance

of art as reflected in ‘The Artists’.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-10, Page No. 59,

‘Disscussion’ and ‘Style’.
Q. 7. Narrate the opinion of Kincaid about

England when she first visited it.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-23, Page No. 127,

‘Theme’.
Or

Discuss Lamb as a prose-writer.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-24, Page No. 133, ‘Prose

Style’.
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