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Q. 1. Read the following passage and answer
the questions given below:

The peaks and valleys of the Himalaya
mountain ranges are some of the most inaccessible,
remote regions in the world today – but even the
most isolated valleys have been touched by climate
change. The changes have already complicated life
for the people who live in the region. Across the high
mountain region, temperatures have risen by nearly
two degrees. Fahrenheit since the start of the 20th
century. In response, glaciers are retreating,
permafrost is melting, and weather patterns are
becoming more erratic, disrupting the lives of
millions and instigating more natural disasters. For
farmers growing apples or grains on steep mountain
slopes, that means they have to shift their farms to
higher-levels, to ensure the cool seasons necessary
for their crops. For other, changing patterns of snow
and rain have dried up streams and springs or
increased the threat of disastrous floods. At the same
time, many glaciers across the region have retreated
by somewhere between 20 to 47 per cent since the
year 2000. Glacier and snow melt feeds into rivers,
sustaining their flow. As glaciers get smaller, that
water supply to rivers like the Indus will likely
dwindle, leaving the communities and ecological
systems that rely on that water vulnerable. Changes
to the glaciers also has another effect : More melt
means more water pools in lakes on top of the
glaciers. But those lakes are often growing to fast
and hold so much water that they can – and have –
burst through the rock-piles holding them back,
resulting in devastating outburst floods.

(a) (i) How has climate change affected the
temperature in the Himalayan region?

(ii) Changes in temperature have affected the
Himalayan region in many ways. Mention any two
of them.

(iii) Farmers in the region have been faced to
adopt new practices in response to climate change.
Explain any one such practice.

(iv) Communities and ecological systems in the
Himalayan region are likely to face problems due
to retreating glaciers. Explain some of these
problems briefly.

(v) What are the effects of changing patterns of
snow and rain?

(vi) How are changes in the glaciers responsible
for flooding in the region?

(vii) Give a suitable title of this passage.
Ans. (i) Across the high mountain region,

temperatures have risen by nearly two degrees.
Fahrenheit since the start of the 20th contury.

(ii) Glaciers are retreating, permafrost is melting,
and weather patterns are becoming more erratic,
disrupting the lives of millions and instigating more
natural disasters.

(iii) For farmers growing apples or grains on steep
mountain slopes, that means they have to shift their
farms to higher-levels, to ensure the cool seasons
necessary for their crops.

(iv) As glaciers get smaller, that water supply to
rivers like the Indus will likely dwindle, leaving the
communities and ecological systems that rely on that
water vulnerable. Changes to the glaciers also has
another effect : More melt means more water pools in
lakes on top of the glaciers. But those lakes are often
growing so fast and hold so much water that they can –
and have – burst through the rock-piles holding them
back, resulting in devastating outburst floods.

Time: 3 Hours ] [  Maximum Marks: 100

Note: Attempt all the questions. All questions carry equal marks.
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(v) Changing patterns of snow and rain have dried
up streams and springs or increased the threat of
disastrous floods.

(vi) Melting of glaciers results in devastating
outburst of floods.

(vii) Title : Climate Change.
(b) Use the following words in sentences of your

own:
(i) Inaccessible
(ii) Dwindling
(iii) Disastrous
(iv) Sustain
(v) Devastate
Ans. (i) Inaccessible : Some parts of forest are

still dense and inaccessible.
(ii) Dwindling : Hardly half a dozen monasteries

survive, inhabited by small and ever dwindling
communities.

(iii) Disastrous : Covid-19 had disastrous effects
on the financial economy of the country.

(iv) Sustain : These passengers inspire a hope, but
do not sustain a certainity.

(v) Devastate : The father was devastated on
hearing the news of the death of his daughter.

Q. 2. Match the words in Column A with their
meanings in Column B :

Column A Column B
(i) Lustrous (a) clothes
(ii) Conservative (b) that which cannot

be overcome
(iii) Eulogise (c) loud and flashy
(iv) Proliferate (d) easily damaged or

broken
(v) Legendary (e) praise someone or

something
(vi) Insurmountable (f) at risk of being

destroyed completely
(vii) Fragile (g) famous and

renowned
(viii) Flamboyant (h)not liking sudden

change
(ix) Apparel (i) increase rapidly in

number
(x) Endangered (j) very shiny
Ans. (i) – (j), (ii) – (h), (iii) – (e), (iv) – (i), (v) – (g),

(vi) – (d), (vii) – (f), (viii) – (c), (ix) – (a), (x) – (b).
Q. 3. (a) Fill in the blanks choosing the correct

word from those given below:
(does, have, is, are, need, particular, am, do, lose,

loose)

(i) If you are not careful, you may _______ your
money.

(ii) I ________ going to the cinema today.
(iii) ________ your father work in the office near

your house?
(iv) I _______ not think I can come to your house

today.
(v) _______ they got a school in the village?
(vi) There ________ many people in this class who

cannot speak English correctly.
(vii) I think this ________ the most interesting film

I have ever seen.
(viii) What we ________ is a sound approach to

education?
(ix) My grandfather is very ________ about going

for his morning walk.
(x) That shirt is very _________ for me.
 Ans. (i) lose, (ii) am, (iii) Does, (iv) do, (v) Have,

(vi) are, (vii) is, (viii) need, (ix) particular, (x) loose.
(b) (i) Complete the following sentences with

the correct form of the word in brackets:
(i) Our country _______ (be) rich in trees and

wildlife.
(ii) I ________ (buy) a new car last month.
(iii) ________ (Do) you see today’s newspaper?
(iv) I thoroughly _______ (enjoy) my visit to

Kolkata last week.
(v) After the test held yesterday, all the students

_________ (hand) in their answer scripts.
 Ans. (i) is, (ii) bought, (iii) Did, (iv) enjoyed,

(v) handed.
(ii) Fill in the blanks with appropriate articles/

prepositions as indicated:
(i) When I was a child, my grandmother would tell

me _______ story every night at bed time. (Article)
(ii) She narrated _______ story of the Ramayana.

(Article)
(iii)  He met ________ old friend when he went to

Shimla last week. (Article)
(iv) He was born _______ a small village in Punjab.

(Preposition)
(v) The train departs ________ 3 p.m. (Preposition)
 Ans. (i) a, (ii) a, (iii) an, (iv) in, (v) at.
Q. 4. Write a dialogue between you and a

neighbour regarding plans to improve to green cover
of your neighbourhood.

Ans. Dialogue Writing – Green Cover
Neighbour : Hi, how are you and what are you

doing?
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Animal Rights

Like human being, animals deserve to live their
lives free from suffering and exploitation. Every
creature with a will to live has a right to live free from
pain and suffering. A social movement protecting animal
rights challenges the traditional view that all non-human
animals exist solely for human use. Animals and birds
are an important part of the environment. In this chapter,
we will take the theme of animal rights for improving
reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. We will
conduct various activities including comprehension and
grammar for developing the language skills.

READING COMPREHENSION: AN EXTRACT
FROM ANIMAL FARM
Study Guide

This section will help you develop reading with
understanding and improve your vocabulary.

First read the passage silently and fast to understand
the key points. After that read it again carefully and at a
slower pace to understand the details. Guess the
meaning of difficult and unfamiliar words from the
context. If you cannot understand the meaning of any
word, consult a dictionary. After understanding the
passage, answer the questions that follow:
Passage for Reading from George Orwell: Animal Farm

Mr. Jones, of the Manor Farm, had locked the
henhouse for the night, but was too drunk to remember
to shut the pop-holes. With the ring of the light from
his lantern dancing from side to side, he lurched across
the yard, and made his way up to bed, where Mrs. Jones
was already snoring. As soon as the light in the bedroom
went out, there was a stirring and a fluttering all through
the farm buildings. Word had gone round during the
day that old Major, the prize Middle White boar, had
had a strange dream on the previous night and wished

to communicate it to the other animals. It had been
agreed that they should all meet in the big barn as soon
as Mr. Jones was safely out of the way. Old Major was
so highly regarded on the farm that everyone was quite
ready to lose an hour’s sleep in order to hear what he
had to say.

All the animals were now present except Moses,
the tame raven, who slept on a perch behind the back
door. When Major saw that they had all made
themselves comfortable and were waiting attentively,
he cleared his throat and began: ‘Comrades, you have
heard already about the strange dream that I had last
night. But I will come to the dream later. I have
something else to say first. I do not think, comrades,
that I shall be with you for many months longer, and
before I die, I feel it my duty to pass on to you such
wisdom as I have acquired. I have had a long life, I
have had much time for thought as I lay alone in my
stall, and I think I may say that I understand the nature
of life on this earth as well as any animal now living. It
is about this that I wish to speak to you.’ ‘Now,
comrades, what is the nature of this life of ours? Let us
face it; our lives are miserable, labourious, and short.
We are born, we are given just so much food as will
keep the breath in our bodies, and those of us who are
capable of it are forced to work to the last atom of our
strength; and the very instant that our usefulness has
come to an end we are slaughtered with hideous cruelty.’
‘But is this simply part of the order of nature? Is it
because this land of ours is so poor that it cannot afford
a decent life to those who dwell upon it? No, comrades,
a thousand times no! This single farm of ours would
support a dozen horses, twenty cows, hundreds of
sheep-and all of them living in a comfort and a dignity
that are now almost beyond our imagining. Why then
do we continue in this miserable condition? Because
nearly the whole of the produce of our labours is stolen
from us by human beings. There comrades, is the
answer to all our problems. It is summed up in a single

www.neerajbooks.com

www.neerajbooks.com



www.neerajbooks.com

Neeraj 
Publications

2 / NEERAJ : INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY

word-man. Man is the only real enemy we have.
Remove Man from the scene, and the root cause of
hunger and overwork is abolished for ever.

Man is the only creature that consumes without
producing. He does not give milk, he does not lay eggs,
he is too weak to pull the plough, he cannot run fast
enough to catch rabbits. Yet he is lord of all the animals.
He sets them to work, he gives back to them the bare
minimum that will prevent them from starving, and the
rest he keeps for himself. Our labour tills the soil, our
dung fertilizes it, and yet there is not one of us that
owns more than his bare skin. You cows that I see before
me, how many thousand of gallons of milk have you
given during this last year? And what has happened to
that milk which should have been breeding your sturdy
calves? Every drop of it has gone down the throats of
our enemies. And you hens, how many eggs have you
laid this last year, and how many of those eggs ever
hatched into chickens? The rest have all gone to market
to bring in money for Jones and his men. And you,
Clover, where are those four foals you bore, who should
have been the support and pleasure of your old age?
Each was sold at a year old-you will never see one of
them again. In return for your four confinements and
all your labour in the field, what have you ever had
except your bare rations and a stall? Is it not crystal
clear, then, comrades, that all the evils of this life of
ours spring from the tyranny of human beings? Only
get rid of Man, and the produce of our labour would be
our own. Almost overnight we could become rich and
free. What then must we do? Why, work night and day,
body and soul, for the overthrow of the human race!
That is my message to you comrades: Rebellion! I do
not know when that Rebellion will come, it might be in
a week or in a hundred years, but I know, as surely as I
see this straw beneath my feet, that sooner or later
justice will be done. Fix your eyes on that, comrades,
throughout the short remainder of your lives. And above
all, pass on this message of mine to those who come
after you, so that future generations shall carry on the
struggle until it is victorious.

‘And remember, comrades, your resolution must
never falter. No argument must lead you astray. Never
listen when they tell you that Man and the animals have
a common interest, that the prosperity of the one is the
prosperity of the other. It is all lies. Man serves the
interests of no creature except himself.

And among us animals let there be perfect unity,
perfect comradeship in the struggle. All men are
enemies. All animals are comrades.’
Note on the Author

Eric Arthur Blair (25 June, 1903 – 21 January,
1950), better known by his pen name George Orwell,
was an English novelist and essayist, journalist and

critic. Orwell, who was born in India, produced literary
criticism and poetry, fiction and polemical journalism.
He is best known for satirical and allegorical novel
Animal Farm (1945) and the dystopian novel Nineteen
Eighty-Four (1949).

A satire is a genre of literature and performing arts,
in which vices, follies, abuses and shortcomings are
held up to ridicule, ideally with the intent of shaming
individuals, corporations, government, or society itself
into improvement.

An allegory is a story with the characters and
actions having deeper moral meaning and representing
both good and bad qualities.

Answer the following questions on the passage
you have read.

Q. 1. Why was the ring of light from Mr. Jones’s
lantern dancing from side to side?

Ans. Mr. Jones was drunk and his movement was
not steady. So, when he walked holding the lantern the
ring of light from it was dancing from side to side.

Q. 2. Where had the animals agreed to meet?
Ans. The animals agreed to meet in the big barn.
Q. 3. Why had they assembled there?
Ans. The animals had assembled there to hear old

Major, the prize Middle White boar, had to say. Major
had had a strange dream on the previous night and
wished to communicate it to the other animals.

Q. 4. What does old major want to share with
the animals?

Ans. Old major wants to share with the animals
his understanding of the nature of life of the animals.

Q. 5. Pick out the three words major uses to
describe the lives of the animals. Why does he use
these words?

Ans. Major uses words such as miserable,
laborious and short. Major uses these words to tell the
animals how bad their condition is. Animals are given
just so much food to keep then alive, and those who are
capable are forced to work to the last atom of their
strength; and when their usefulness comes to an end
they are slaughtered with hideous cruelty.

Q. 6. How is man different from the animals?
Ans. The difference between man and animals is

that animals produce all the wealth and man takes it
away from them. Man does not produce anything
himself. Man consumes without producing. He does
not give milk, he does not lay eggs, he is too weak to
pull the plough, he cannot run fast enough to catch
rabbits. Yet he is lord of all the animals. He sets them
to work, he gives back to them the bare minimum that
will prevent them from starving, and the rest he keeps
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for himself. Animals till the soil, their dung fertilizes
it, and yet they do not own anything.

Q. 7. Does major depict man as:
(a) Selfish?
(b) Greedy?
(c) A weakling?
(d) Mean?
(e) The lord of all the animals? or
(f) Cruel?
Ans. Major depicted man as selfish, a weakling,

mean, the lord of all the animals, and cruel. Man is
selfish and cruel because he makes the animals work
and gives them just to keep them alive. Man serves the
interests of no creature except himself. Man is mean
because he is the only creature that consumes without
producing. He is a weaking because he cannot pull the
plough and cannot run fast enough to catch rabbits.
Man is the lord of all the animals as he sets them to
work, he gives back to them the bare minimum that
will prevent them from starving, and the rest he keeps
for himself.

Q. 8. How, according to major, could animals
be rich and free?

Ans. According to major, animals could be rich
and free by getting rid of man. The produce of their
labour would be their own.

Q. 9. When will this rebellion take place? Does
this show that major is:

(a) A realist?
(b) An idealist? or
(c) A dreamer?
Ans. Major does not know when that Rebellion

will come, it might be in a week or in a hundred years.
This shows major is a dreamer.

Q. 10. How does major describe all men?
Ans. Major describes all men as enemies of

animals. Man serves the interests of no creature except
himself. Man consumes without producing. Man cannot
pull the plough and cannot run fast enough to catch
rabbits. Man sets all the animals to work and gives back
to them the bare minimum that will prevent them from
starving, and the rest he keeps for himself.

Q. 11. How does he describe all animals?
Ans. Major describes all animals as comrades. He

says animals are imprisoned and tortured by men.
Animals produce everything but they are given bare
minimum just to survive.

Q. 12. Why do you think major call the animals
‘Comrades’?

Ans. Major calls the animals ‘Comrades’ because
he thinks all animals are friends and they have similar
nature of live. They have been the victims by the hands
of men.

VOCABULARY : PICKING ODD WORDS

Q. 1. Pick out the odd word in each of the
following sets, that is, the word that does not belong
to the set:

Example: murder, slaughter, kill, pass away
Answer: pass away

(i) lock, knock, shut, bolt
(ii) stirring, shouting, fluttering, moving
(iii) round, stout, fat, obese
(iv) employees, comrades, associates, fellow

workers
(v) miserable, funny,wretched, unhappy
Ans.  (i) knock, (ii) shouting, (iii) round,

(iv) employees, (v) funny.
Q. 2. Use the most appropriate word from each

of the sets of words given above to complete these
sentences.

(i) Every night you should _________the door of
your house to prevent thieves from getting in.

(ii) The hens start_________their wings at
daybreak.

(iii) A wrestler has to be strong and _________He
cannot be thin.

(iv) All the_________of that factory are on strike
as they have not been given their wages.

(v) Usha is feeling_________as she has no money
to buy food for her children.

Ans.  (i) lock,  (ii) fluttering, (iii) stout,
(iv) employees, (v) miserable.
GRAMMAR AND USAGE: CONCORD OF
NUMBER AND PERSON-I

In this section, we will know about ‘concord’, or
agreement in grammar, and the use of the verbs. (a) be
and its various forms: am, is, are, was, were (b) do,
does (c) have, has. Given below are some questions on
the use of these verbs.
Be

Read the following sentences, most of which are
taken from the passage.

(a) I am afraid I shall not be able to help you.
(b) It is about this that I wish to speak.
(c) What is the nature of this life of ours?
(d) Is this simply part of the order of nature?
(e) Man is the only creature that consumes without

producing.
(f) Our lives are miserable.
(g) We are born, we are given just so much food….
(h) Mr. Jones was too drunk to remember to shut

the pop-holes.
(i) Mrs. Jones was already snoring.
(j) All the animals were now present.
Here, the verb be has been used as am, is, are,

was, were, depending on the tense (present or past),
the person (first, second, or third), and the number
(singular or plural) of the subject.
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Be

                          Present Tense                                Past Tense
   First Person  Second Person   Third Person    First Person Second Person   Third Person

Singular  Plural Singular  Plural Singular  Plural Singular  Plural Singular  Plural Singular  Plural

Is            are are          are is            are was         were were        Were was        were

Some more examples are given below:
1. Am is used with I in the present tense:
Examples:
(a) I am a teacher.
(b) I am working with SBI.
(I am is written as I’m in an informal style).
2. is used with he, she, it and singular nouns, in

the present tense)
Examples:
(a) He is the headmaster of the school.
(b) My student Sunita is a doctor.
(c) It is very hot and humid today.
(d) Mandarin is spoken in China.
(is is often combined with the subject and written

as ’s in an informal style.
Examples: He’s, she’s, it’s)
3. are is used with plurals and with you (2nd person

singular) in the present tense
Examples:
(a) You are very sincere.
(b) My friends are coming today. We are also

attending the meeting.
(c) Children above ten are allowed to attend the

workshop.
(are is combined with the subject and written as

’re in an informal style.
Examples: You’re, we’re, they’re)
4. was is used with I, he, she, it and with singular

nouns, in the past tense
Examples:
(a) I was in London last month.
(b) Her father was a famous doctor.
(c) Suman was writing a book on environment.
(d) The room was dark when we entered.
5. were is used with plurals, and with you (2nd

person singular), in the past tense
Examples:
(a) We were meeting the teacher yesterday.
(b) You were not in Delhi when they came.
(c) A lot of people were there to see the film.
(d) Five people were living in the house.
6. is or are, was or were is used when there is the

grammatical subject depending on the number of the
true subject following the verb.

Examples:
(a) There is a child in the family.
(b) There is a rabbit hiding behind the bushes.

(c) There are ten students in the math class.
(d) There was an interesting discussion in the hall.
(e) There were many people at the meeting this

morning.

Q. 1. Fill in the blanks with the correct forms of
the verb be (am, is, are, was or were).

(i) A dozen people________injured in
yesterday’s accident.

(ii)  _________you busy now?
(iii) I_________going to the cinema to-night.
(iv) There_________many people in India even

now who cannot read and write.
(v) I_________surprised to meet Raj yesterday

evening.
(vi) I think this the most interesting of Chetan

Bhagat’s novels.
Ans. (i) were, (ii) Are, (iii) am, (iv) are, (v) was,

(vi) is.
Do

Do and does are the present tense forms. We use
do with plurals and with I and you; does with the third
person singular.

Examples:
(a) I do not walk.
(b) Do you read books?
(c) We do not want to go there.
(d) Harish does not speak in Hindi.
(e) Does your brother stay with you?

Q. Fill in the blank with do or does.
(i) ________you know how to make a pasta in

white sauce?
(ii) I________not think I can come with you.
(iii) ________your father work at the bank?
(iv) ________he come to office by the metro train?
(v) How…………….. we get there?
Ans. (i) Do, (ii) do, (iii) Does, (iv) Does, (v) do.

Have
Have and has are the present tense forms. We use

have with plurals and with I and you and has with the
third person singular.

Examples:
(a) My father has a car.
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