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SOLVED QUESTION PAPER (EXAM HELD IN MARCH-2022) / 1

( Solved )

Time: 3 Hours ] [  Maximum Marks: 100

Note: Answer five questions in all, selecting at least two questions from each section.  All questions carry
equal marks.

SECTION – I
Q. 1. Analyse the evolution and significance

of comparative politics in Political Science.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-1, Page No. 1, ‘What is

Comparative Politics and its Evolution’ and Page
No. 5, ‘Contemporary Significance’.

Q. 2. Evaluate the origin and orientation of
systems approach.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-2, Page No. 10, ‘Genesis
and Orientation of the System’s Approach’.

Q. 3. Discuss the concept of dependency as an
explanatory tool for the phenomenon of under-
development.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 26,
Q. No. 2.

Q. 4. Critically analyse the evolutionary theory
of the origin of state.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-4, Page No. 34, ‘The
Historical/Evolutionary Theory’.

Q. 5. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Dialectical Materialism
Ans. Dialectical materialism is the philosophical

expression of Marxism and Marxism-Leninism. The
name refers to the notion that Marxism is a materialist
worldview with a dialectical method. It was
developed by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels in the
mid-late eighteenth century and further elaborated by
later Marxist theorists.

Dialectical materialism holds that the world,
including human beings, is “matter in motion” and
that progress occurs through struggle. It follows the
Hegelian principle of the philosophy of history,
namely the development of the thesis into its

antithesis, which is in turn superseded by a synthesis
that conserves aspects of the thesis and the antithesis
while at the same time abolishing them. While
retaining Hegel’s dialectical method, however, Marx
and Engels reacted against Hegel’s idealism. Thus,
history is not the result of the progressive unfolding
of the Spirit, but of class struggle in society, in which
economics is the determining factor. Moreover, while
quantitative change may be gradual, qualitative
change involves an abrupt, violent leap to a higher
stage. In society, this means that only violent
revolution can bring about the shift from private
ownership to socialism and communism which Marx
and Engels envisioned.

Dialectical materialism was debated and
criticized by various Marxist philosophers, which led
to a number of political and philosophical struggles
in the Marxist movement in general and in the
Comintern in particular. After the success of the
Russian Revolution in 1917, the proper interpretation
of dialectical materialism became a subject of state
policy. The official Soviet version of dialectical
materialism, as codified by Josef Stalin was known
as diamat. It became the official philosophy of the
Soviet state and had a major influence on Soviet
intellectual tradition, which was required to adhere
to its teachings as official dogma. Hundreds of
millions of people were indoctrinated in the principles
of dialectical materialism in the Soviet Union and
China during the 20th century.

(b) Gramsci’s Views on civil society
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 54, ‘Gramsci

on Civil Society’.
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(c) Regional Integration
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-8, Page No. 64,

‘Definition’.
(d) Gandhi’s views on nationalism.
Ans. For Gandhi, Nationalism meant self-rule

in which the whole community and not just the elite
would be free and active; in which soul force and
not brute force is the basis of public order and in
which national interest is the supreme ethical criterion
of state action. Mahatma Gandhi has given a
significant contribution to grow the ‘Nationalism’ in
India. In order to inculcate the spirit of ‘Nationalism’
within himself, an experience of stay in South Africa,
has given rise to take initiate of the ‘Nationalism
spirit.’ Subsequently, his views on politics, the truth,
the ‘Satyagrah’ and secular views on religious faith
have given rise to ‘cementing force’ to develop
‘Nationalism’ in India. The other views on women’s
right, decentralized democracy by empowering the
Gram Panchayats, the rural development and the
vision on ‘Ram Rajaya’ have cumulatively, have been
proved conducive to grow the ‘Nationalism’ in India.
The factors like Gandian philosophy on non-
cooperative movement and the mode of boycotting
the British discriminative policy against Indians, an
active participation of the people, different strata of
society have given rise to grow ‘Nationalism’ among
the people, belonged to different strata of Indian
societies, pressure groups and religious leaders of
India.

The nationalism that Gandhi stood for, which
informed India’s anti-colonial struggle, differed
fundamentally from the nationalism that came into
vogue in Europe in the 17th century, following the
Westphalian peace treaties. At least three differences
stood out. First, Gandhi’s nationalism was inclusive;
there were no “enemies within” as with European
nationalism. Second, it did not see the nation as
standing above the people, an entity for which the
people only made sacrifices; rather, the raison d’etre
of the nation was to improve the living conditions of
the people, or to “wipe away the tears from the eyes
of every Indian”. Third, unlike European nationalism,
it was not imperialist itself; the people whom the
nation was to serve treated other people with

“fairness”, which is why Gandhi wanted India to give
Pakistan the Rs. 55 crore that were its due after
Partition, despite the bitterness caused by Partition.
This nationalism was not a mere idealist construct,
it was based instead on a very practical under-
standing of what was required for the people’s
freedom. If the people were to be free then that
required the formation of such a nation.

SECTION – II
Q. 6. Discuss federalism and its capacity to

handle centre-state relations.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-22, Page No. 181,

Q. No. 1 and Page No. 178, ‘Patterns of Federalism’.
Q. 7. Explain the phenomenon of ethnic

movements in the age of globalisation.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-18, Page No. 149,

‘Ethnic Movements’ and Page No. 151, Q. No. 5.
Q. 8. Examine the nature of totalitarian

regimes and explain how they are different from
the authoritarian regimes.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-19, Page No. 158,
Q. No. 2.

Q. 9. Differentiate between Weber’s theory
of bureaucracy with Marxian views on
bureaucracy.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-20, Page No. 161,
‘Weber’s Theory of Bureaucracy’ and Page No. 163,
‘Marxist Views on Bureaucracy’.

Q. 10. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Changing perspective on national security
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-27, Page No. 215,

‘Changing Perspective in National Security’.
(b) Civil Service Reforms
Ans. Civil Service Reform is a deliberate change

effort by government to improve its capacity to
effectively and efficiently execute policies. Reforms
in the Civil Service have occurred ever since the
Chinese invented bureaucracy – they are a
continuous process with no general starting point,
and equally no end. The Indian bureaucracy, with
its national character, has been a strong binding force
to a Union of States. The institution of civil service
has rendered yeoman service to the overall socio-
economic development of the country. It has been
at the forefront of development process right from
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the ‘commanding heights regime’ to the ‘liberali-
zation and de-regulation era’. It has not only played
a pivotal role in designing and activating policies but
also ensured basic service delivery at the cutting edge
of government-citizen interface.

Civil service refers to the body of government
officials who are employed in civil occupations that
are neither political nor judicial. The concept of civil
service was prevalent in India from ancient times.
The Mauryan administration employed civil servants
in the name of adhyakshas and rajukas. The
examination for civil servants in those days too was
very stringent as quoted by Kautilya’s Arthasastra.
The expanse of the territory and the need to hold it
intact made it imperative for the Mauryan
administration to recruit civil servants based on merit.
The concept of civil service again came into
prominence when British in search of creating a
framework to hold the territories of India, created
the much coveted ‘Indian Civil Services’ or the ICS.
Many changes took place in Indian Civil services
since Lord Cornwallis introduced it in India. The

Indian Civil services were created to foster the idea
of unity in diversity . The civil service was expected
to give continuity and change to the administration
no matter the political scenario and turmoil effecting
the country. Indian civil service has also played the
part of giving this continuous support to the nation.
But what is appalling and needs a serious
consideration is the element of ‘change’. It can be
said that the civil service as a whole has maintained
its status quo instead of sweeping changes in social
and economic scenario. Some may argue that it is
the resilience of the civil service, but it is an obvious
fact out in the street that the Indian civil service was
not able to deliver service based upon the
expectations of the people or the founding fathers
of the Constitution.

(c) Socialist perspective of Human Rights
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-30, Page No. 238,

‘Socialist Perspective of Human Rights’.
(d) Sustainable development
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-27, Page No. 218,

Q. No. 3.
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( Solved )

Time: 3 Hours ] [  Maximum Marks: 100

Note: Answer five questions in all, selecting at least two questions from each section.  All questions carry
equal marks.

SECTION – I
Q. 1. Analyse the meaning and scope of

comparative politics.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-1, Page No. 5, Q. No. 1

and Page No. 7, Q. No. 3.
Q. 2. Examine David Easton’s systems theory

and its conceptual framework.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-2, Page No. 11, ‘David

Easton’s : General Systems Theory’.
Q. 3. Discuss the evolution of political economy

approach in comparative politics.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 21,

‘Evolution of Political Economy’.
Q. 4. Critically analyse the Marxian theory of

the origin of State.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-4, Page No. 38,

Q. No. 3.
Q. 5. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Gandhian Perspective of Ram Rajya
Ans. ‘Ram Rajya’ envisages a society in which

virtue, morality and justice are the core ideals around
which day-to-day interactions between citizen and
citizen and state and citizen occur. Since it is
impossible to imagine such a perfect state of affairs,
Ram Rajya, in the modern sense, is often thought of
as an idealistic goal which governments should keep
in mind and take inspiration from while implementing
their governance agenda.

Mahatma Gandhi brought ‘Ram Rajya’ into
contemporary discourse. A devout Hindu, Gandhi was
greatly influenced by the teachings of the Ramayana.
But what did Ram Rajya mean in the 20th century in
the Gandhian sense?

Let the Mahatma speak for himself. “By Ram
Rajya I do not mean Hindu Raj. I mean Ram Raj, the
kingdom of God. For me, Ram and Rahim are one
and the same; I acknowledge no other God than the
one God of Truth and righteousness,” Gandhi wrote
in ‘Young India’ in 1929. “Whether Ram of my
imagination ever lived on this earth, the ancient ideal
of the Ramayana is undoubtedly one of true
democracy in which the meanest citizen could be sure
of swift justice without an elaborate and costly
procedure.”

On a  later occasion, Gandhi explained that for
him a true Ram Rajya would ensure “equal rights to
both prince and pauper”.

Once, in a speech at Ayodhya’s Sarayu ghat in
1921, he told the sadhus gathered there that praying
to God for the sake of one’s own protection was a sin
if it did not involve protecting the weak. “We need to
learn to love the way Rama loved Sita. As long as we
do not observe our dharma conscientiously and with
utmost faith and steadfastness, we shall not be able
to destroy this demonic [British] government.” He
warned that under such circumstances, it would be
“beyond the power of Hindus to bring back Ram
Rajya.”

But for the Mahatma, such a Ram Rajya was not
just a matter of communal harmony and protecting
the defenceless, but also a conversation which every
Indian should have with the self.

That’s why he considered ‘Ram Rajya’ as a means
of seeing God. The first step towards creating such a
benevolent land was looking within, Gandhi argued.
A few months before he was assassinated, with “Hey,



2 / NEERAJ : COMPARATIVE POLITICS – ISSUES AND TRENDS (EXAM HELD IN AUGUST-2021)

Ram” on this lips, Gandhi had written: “You have to
magnify your own faults a thousand fold and shut your
eyes to the faults of your neighbours. That is the only
way to real progress.”

(b) Hegel’s Concept of Civil Society
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 53, ‘Hegel :

The Civil Society and the State’
(c) Globalisation
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-7, Page No. 58, ‘What is

Globalisation?’
(d) Marx’s view on Colonialism
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-13, Page No. 105,

‘Patterns of Colonialism’.
SECTION – II

Q. 6. Define multiculturalism and explain its
basic characteristics.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-16, Page No. 134,
‘Multiculturalism’ and Page No. 136, Q. No. 3.

Q. 7. Examine the concept of ethno-nationalism
with the help of any ethnic group as an example.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-18, Page No. 150,
Q. No. 1 and Page No. 151, Q. No. 4 and 5.

Q. 8. Differentiate between Democracy and
Dictatorship.

Ans. Democracy is a term coined for the
government of the people, by the people and for the
people.  In this system, the citizens get to decide who
deserves to rule them. In that sense it bestows a
plethora of rights on the people where they have the
liberty to agree or disagree with the laws implemented
by the legislature. In democracy, people choose their
representatives who act on their behalf and make
decisions as per the popular vote. As against the
tyrannical rule, in democracy people are free to
acquire property and manage, sell and whatever they
like to do with it. People are happy with their rulers
because what matters the most in democracy is the
public welfare.

In contrast, dictatorship is a rigid form of gov-
ernment in which people are not given the liberties
they could otherwise get in the democratic form of
government. The head of the state is not elected by
them. He takes power either by means of a military
coup d’état or any other situation which is totally un-
favorable for the citizens. The status quo remains in-

tact till people rise and strip the government of its
power. It is an authoritarian form of government in
which the word of the dictator is law. He imposes
sanctions upon the citizens if they dare to disobey
him. However, sometimes dictatorship is not as bad
as it sounds. This system has been advocated by a
lot of great philosophers like John Austin. Accord-
ing to him, the people deliberately surrender their
rights to the king in return of peace and tranquility
he maintains under his rule. He makes laws without
letting people have their say.  He can take critical
decisions as he deems fit without any delays and
uprisings in the decision making process. In this way
it’s a way faster and efficient form of government as
per Austin.

Key Differences between Dictatorship and
Democracy

Power: In dictatorship the power belongs to the
dictator whereas in democracy people are the ulti-
mate rulers.

Laws: Laws in dictatorship are framed by the
dictator whereas people are the lawmakers in de-
mocracy.

Freedom: In democracy, people have their
rights recognized in the very Constitution of their
state which are called fundamental rights that can
never be suspended by the government.

In dictatorship, the dictator promises no rights
to his subjects.

Self-indulgence: In democracy, people are in-
dulged in all decisions related to economic, social,
political and military affairs whereas in dictatorship
who are people to decide? They just sit back and
follow.

Justice: In democracy, people can rise when
justice is denied to them, where on the other hand
they dare not rise against the dictator because he
wouldn’t be taken to task even if he executes some-
one. Overall, democracy is regarded as the purest
form of government. It’s not that the public actions
are not regulated in democracy. They’re also penal-
ized for the crimes they commit. It is the most stable
system under which both the ruled as well as the
rulers are content.
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Q. 9. Explain the features and role of
bureaucracy in developing societies.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-20, Page No. 165,
‘Bureaucracy in Developing Countries’.

Q. 10. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Issues in Environment Debate
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-27, Page No. 214, ‘Key

Issues in the Environment Debate’.
(b) Civil Society Movement
Ans. The CSM defines secularism as an inclusive

view of society, individuals and mind. It stresses the
independence of all the civil world’s constituents,
dimensions, values and attitudes from all religions
and philosophical sects. Secularism is of a positive
neutrality towards all religions. This includes the
independence of religion from sectarianism, and the
independence of sects from the governmental system.
Secularism seeks to re-establish the citizen’s human
worth in order to re-establish the humanitarian values
which transcend instincts and fanaticism. The result
would be reviving noble values such as righteousness,
goodness and beauty, the things that pave the way to
true citizenship.

The movement believes democracy is at the base
of any free social or political system. Democracy
introduces autonomy through giving the people the
right to elect their representative bodies which are

supposed to reign in their name and for their welfare.
Suffrage and the right to choose are at the base of
democracy, which would not function properly
without laws, institutions, a fitting framework, an
appropriate atmosphere and actual practice.

The CSM defines partnership as one of the
loftiest forms of democracy. Partnership erupts out
of democracy to develop it and activate it; in
partnership, the citizens can share in applying the
policies which the legislative and executive
authorities put down. Participation means
establishing decentralization, so that the community
would be able to supervise, call into account, and
share in the general affairs of the country.
Supervision would take place through the local
boards elected by the neighbourhood, village, city,
district, and governorate. It means the people are
running their own affairs. Partnership also entails
creating new economic devices, supporting small
and local cooperatives, and organizing services on
all levels.

(c) Western Perspective of Human Rights
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-30, Page No. 237,

‘Western Perspective on Human Rights’.
(d) Science and Technology in India
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-28, Page No. 222,

‘Science and Technology in India’.



Sample Preview

of

The Chapter

Published by:

NEERAJ

PUBLICATIONS
www.neerajbooks.com



INTRODUCTION

Political Science is the study of the state,
government, and politics. Should the study of political
science is scientific or behaviouural, has always been
at the centre of controversy for centuries? The
twentieth-century debate about political science has
been part of a broad dispute about methodology in social
studies. Those who have sought to make the study of
politics scientifically have been concerned to establish
a discipline which can meet two conditions: it must be
objective or value-free, and it must seek comprehensive
and systematic explanations of events. Academic
discipline concerned with the empirical study of
government and politics. Political scientists have
investigated the nature of states, the functions
performed by governments, voter behaviouur, political
parties, political culture, political economy, and public
opinion, among other topics.

It is only with the general systematisation of the
social sciences in the last hundred years that political
science has emerged as a separate definable area of
study. Political Science is commonly divided into a
number of subfields, the most prominent being political
theory, national government, comparative government,
international relations, and special areas shared with
other social sciences such as sociology, psychology, and
economics. In practice, these subfields overlap. Political

theory encompasses the following related areas: the
study of the history of political thought; the
examination of questions of justice and morality in the
context of the relationships between individuals,
society, and government; and the formulation of
conceptual approaches and models in order to
understand more fully political and governmental
processes. To compare normative and behaviouural
models of political science there has been need of
evolution of a new stream in the political science and
that leads to the development of Comparative Politics
as new branch along with political theory, public policy,
national politics, international relations, etc.

CHAPTER AT A GLANCE

WHAT IS COMPARATIVE POLITICS AND ITS
EVOLUTION?

Before the development of comparative politics as
a stream of Political Science a number of questions were
unanswered. This includes the following questions: Why
are some countries poor and others wealthier? What
enables some countries to “make it” in the modern world
while others remain locked in poverty? Why are the
poorer countries more inclined to be governed
autocratically while the richer countries are democratic?
What accounts for the regional, cultural, and geographic
differences that exist? What are the politics of the
transition from underdevelopment to development and

1Comparative Politics:
Nature, Significance and Evolution

COMPARATIVE POLITICS:
ISSUES AND TRENDS
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what helps stimulate and sustain that process? What
are the internal social and political conditions as well
as the international situations of these various countries
that explain the similarities as well as the differences?
What are the patterns that help account for the
emergence of democratic as distinct from Marxist-
Leninist political systems? These are the kinds of
questions that lie at the heart of the field of Comparative
Politics. These queries led to the development of
comparative politics as a stream of political science.

Before defining the concept of comparative politics
it would not be out of context to discuss the term politics.
Politics is the process by which groups of people make
decisions. The term is generally applied to behaviouur
within civil governments, but politics has been observed
in all human group interactions, including corporate,
academic, and religious institutions. It consists of
“social relations involving authority or power”. Politics

is the art or science of government or governing,
especially the governing of a political entity, such as a
nation, and the administration and control of its
internal and external affairs. This is the methods or
tactics involved in managing a state or government:
The politics of the former regime were rejected by the
new government leadership. If the politics of the
conservative government now borders on the
repressive, what can be expected when the economy
falters?

But the traditional definition of politics adopts non-
comparative and descriptive approach which is unable
to draw parallel between different political systems and
political processes. These limitations required an
approach in political science which is empirical and
analytical, leading to the development of Comparative
Politics in the post second world war scenario.
Comparative Politics is a branch of political science,
characterised by an empirical approach based on the
comparative method. Comparative Politics, seeks to
explain differences between political systems. As Arend
Lijphart explains, the comparative politics focuses on
“the how” leaving apart the “what” of the analysis. In
other words, comparative politics emphasises on the
method it applies to study political phenomena, it is
not defined by the object of its study,. According to
Peter Mair and Richard Rose the comparative politics
is defined by a combination of a substantive focus on
the study of countries’ political systems and a method
of identifying and explaining similarities and
differences between these countries using common
concepts.

When applied to specific fields of political science,
comparative politics may be referred to by other names,
such as for example, comparative government  or
comparative foreign policy? Comparative government
is a method in political science for obtaining evidence
of causal effects by comparing the varying forms of
government in the world, and the states they govern,
although governments across different periods of history
may also be the units of comparison. There are several
methods at work in comparative government (method
of difference as opposed to method of agreement and
variable as opposed to case study approaches) but all
have in common the explanation of differential changes
in dependent variable by the presence of different
independent variables in the systems under comparison.
The nature of dependent (what is to be explained) and
independent variables (what explains the pattern of the
dependent variable) in the method is almost unlimited,
from government form to electoral system to economic
or cultural factors.

Comparative Politics is particularly interested in
exploring patterns, processes, and regularities among
political systems. It looks for trends, for changes in
patterns; and it tries to develop general propositions or
hypotheses that describe and explain these trends. It may
focuses on the studies of one country–or a particular
institution (political parties, militaries, parliaments,
interest groups), political process (decision-making), or
public policy (e.g., labour or welfare policy) in that
country by comparing different aspects of the particular
country. Apart from comparing two countries it also
studies a  regional or area–this may include studies of
Africa, Latin America, the Middle East, East Asia,
Southeast Asia, South Asia, Europe, or other sub-
regions. Such studies are useful because they involve
groups of countries that may have several things in
common–e.g., similar history, cultures, language,
religion, colonial backgrounds, and so on. Regional or
area studies allow us to hold common features constant,
while examining or testing for certain other features.

Under Comparative Politics Studies across regions
are also performed. Such studies might involve
comparisons of the role of the military in Africa and
the South-east Asia, or the quite different paths of
development of the West European countries and Latin
America. It also conducts with the improved statistical
data collected by the World Bank, the UN, and other
agencies; it is now possible to do comparisons on a
global basis. Thematic studies , on the  themes such as
dependency theory, corporatism, role of the state,
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process of military professionalisation also comes under
the Comparative  Thematic studies are often complex
and usually carried out by more senior scholars. So,
Comparative Politics is a multidisciplinary study of
different political systems and political processes in
much broader aspect.

Even though Comparative Politics as a new stream
of political science only evolved after 1950s, it has a
long and very distinguished history dating back to
ancient Greece and Rome. The Bible is perhaps one of
the first written statements of Comparative Politics.
Particularly in the Old Testament, the prophets are
constantly comparing the people of Israel with other
peoples: Egyptians, Persians, etc. Plato’s Republic and
Aristotle’s Politics cover almost all the key issues of
politics: the nature of power and leadership, the
different forms of government, public policy, and so
on. In order to know which form of government was
most stable, Aristotle collected approximately 150
constitutions of his time, mainly from the Greek city-
states but from other areas as well. Montesquieu, the
18th century French philosopher also contributed to
the development of comparative politics, though in
vague manner. Unlike Hobbes and Locke who focused
on one country, but assumed it had universal validity,
Montesquieu in his book “The Spirit of the Laws”
attempted to move beyond the constitutional procedures
of a country to examine its true culture and “spirit”.
His greatest contribution to the field was his model for
the separation of powers.

The Comparative Politics, before the advent of
1950s, had been primarily concerned with the formal
institutions of government–particularly the government
of Western Europe. The problem of comparative
method at that time revolves around the discovery of
uniformities, i.e., the analytical formulation of concepts
and problems under which the real institution forms
can be compared. Harold D. Lasswell and Almond
broadened the field of political science in the 1950s,
by integrating approaches from other social science
disciplines, such as sociology, psychology, and
anthropology. Almond transformed an interest in
foreign policy into systematic studies of comparative
political development and culture. Almond’s research
eventually covered many topics, including the politics
of developing countries, Communism, and religious
fundamentalism. They gave the Comparative Politics
its own identity by drawing contours and situating it

differently from Political Theory and Area Studies.
Their contributions were seminal to establish the
comparative politics as a distinct stream in political
science and to broad the paradigm of study to newly
decolonised countries across Asia, Africa and Latin
America.

During 1960s, Behaviouural revolution also
contributed in the evolution of the Comparative Politics.
Behaviouural Revolution in the field explains political
behaviouur, institutions, processes, and policies.
Behaviouural approaches include economic (preference
structuring, bargaining), psychological (attitude
formation and change, motivations, perceptions),
sociological (roles, group, class), or political (decision-
making, coalitions, influence). This also focuses on the
political behaviouur (conventional or unconventional)
of the individual person or small group (microanalysis),
or of large organisations that participate in the political
process such as parties, interest groups, political action
committees, governmental agencies, and mass media
(macro analysis). Behaviouuralism emphasised the
systematic understanding of all identifiable
manifestations of political behaviouur. But it also meant
the application of rigorous scientific and statistical
methods to standardise testing and to attempt value free
inquiry of the world of politics. For the behaviouuralist,
the role of political science is primarily to gather and
analyse facts as rigorously and objectively as possible.
Its contribution is conspicuous in making the field
multidisciplinary.

It led to the evolution of two frameworks in the
field of comparative politics. One is known as System
Approach and second is Structural Functional Analysis.
The systems approach integrates the analytic and the
synthetic method, encompassing both holism and
reductionism. It is a framework by which one can
analyse and/or describe any group of objects that work
in concert to produce some result. This could be a single
organism, any organisation or society, or any electro-
mechanical or informational artifact. System theory first
originated in biology in the 1920s. Easton aspired to
make politics a science, applied this approach to political
science. He worked with highly abstract models that
described the regularities of patterns and processes in
political life in general. In the 1970s, however, Gabriel
Almond and Bingham Powell introduced a structural
functionalist approach to compare political systems.
They argued that in order to understand a political
system, it was necessary to understand not only its
institutions (or structures), but also their respective
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functions. They also insisted that these institutions must
be placed within a meaningful and dynamic historical
context to be properly understood. This idea stood in
marked contrast to the prevailing approaches in the
field of comparative politics: the state-society theory
and dependency theory. This two approaches of
comparative politics got boost owing to decolonisation
process and emergence of new states.

However these approaches always face stormy
weather since it inception and normative models also
criticised these approach by saying them reductionism.
Some scholars including Almond accepted the
comparative politics as a movement inside political
science rather than terming it a stream of political
science. Apart from the above mentioned approaches
to the study of comparative politics Decision-making
approach and Marxist approach also gave new
perspectives for the study of comparative politics.

THE COMPARATIVE METHOD
A wide variety of meanings is attached to the term

“comparative method.” For some authors, the
comparative method is similar to the statistical method,
except that it deals with a small number of cases. The
comparative method has taken many forms since
Augustus Comte first employed the concept in 1853,
in his foundational Cours de philosophie positive.
Subsequently a variety of comparative methods have
emerged in the social sciences with different goals, units
of comparison, and types of data that reflect a variety
of theoretical assumptions and interests. Comparison
has formed the core of anthropology, sociology and other
social sciences, to the extent that Emile Durkheim
(1938) viewed all sociological analysis as necessarily
comparative. Comparative methods have been
employed for both quantitative and qualitative studies
of such diverse phenomena as language, political
organisation, economic relations, religion, myth,
kinship, marriage, and the family. Three strategies are
used in comparative methodologies: illustrative
comparison, complete or universe comparison, and
sampled-based comparisons. Illustrative comparison is
the most common form of comparative analysis and has
been employed extensively by theorists. In this approach
items are used as examples to explain or exemplify
phenomena found in different units. They are chosen
for their illustrative value and not systematically selected
to be statistically representative. Illustrative comparisons
are used in historical reconstructions, and to support

interpretations or general assertions. Ethnographic case
studies are commonly justified as the source for
illustrative comparisons. The second strategy is
complete or universe comparison, in which all elements
of the domain within the study form the units of
comparison. Finally, sampled comparison strategically
delimits part of the whole, with the goal of selecting
data that are statistically representative of the variations
within the whole and are intended as the basis for
statistical generalisations.

There are three different comparative methods:
experimental, statistical and case study. An experiment
is a method of investigating causal relationships among
variables. An experiment is a cornerstone of the
empirical approach to acquiring data about the world
and is used in both natural sciences and social sciences.
An experiment can be used to help solve practical
problems and to support or negate theoretical
assumptions. But the experiments are done in
controlled conditions, so, its application to the
comparative politics has limited scope. Hence as
alternative to the experimental method, in comparative
politics statistical method is used. Statistical methods
can be used to summarise or describe a collection of
data; this is called descriptive statistics. In addition,
patterns in the data may be modeled in a way that
accounts for randomness and uncertainty in the
observations, and are then used to draw inferences
about the process or population being studied; this is
called inferential statistics. Descriptive statistics and
inferential statistics together comprise applied
statistics.

Correlation and regression are examples of
statistical methods. Straight-line (linear) relationships
are particularly important because a straight line is a
simple pattern that is quite common. The correlation
measures the direction and strength of the linear
relationship. Quantitative methods have given new
thrust to the orientation of the study of Comparative
Politics. Comparative Politics frequently turn to
quantitative methods instead of or in combination with
alternative techniques because they believe that
quantitative methods are essential for addressing many
substantive questions of interest. Studies that are
associated with alternative methodologies also suggest
the centrality of qualitative methodology. The case
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