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SOLVED QUESTION PAPER (MARCH-2022) / 1

Time: 3 Hours ] [ Maximum Marks: 100

Note : Answer any five questions. Attempt at least two questions from each section. All questions carry
equal marks.

SECTION – I
Q. 1. Examine the factors that determined the

agrarian environment of the Indian subscontinent.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-4, Page No. 18,

Q. No. 3 and Page No. 15, ‘Environments of History’.
Q. 2. During C. 600-300 B.C.E. urban growth

was distinctly related to trade. Elaborate.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-8, Page No. 33, ‘Trade

and Urban Development C 600-300 BC’.
Q. 3. Discuss the various forms of organisation

of craft production in North India during the 8th-
13th centuries.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-11, Page No. 48,
‘Organization of Craft Production’.

Q. 4. Analyse the nature of peasant resistance
in the medieval period.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-17, Page No. 91, ‘Forms
of Peasant Resistance’ and Page No. 94, Q. No. 4 and
Q. No. 5.

Q. 5. Write short notes on the following :
(a) Ash-mound culture
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 23,

‘Southern Neolithic Ash Mound Tradition’.
Also Add: Similarly, Karnataka and Andhra

Pradesh show chalcolithic horizons containing Black
and Red and Black on Red Ware, megaliths; in Orissa
we find neolithic sites, chalcolithic culture; in the
Northeast there were Neolithic cultures; West Bengal
had black-and red ware sites; in Bihar: black and red
ware horizons were present; Pre-Narhan handmade
cord impressed red ware horizons, Narhan culture,
Black slipped ware culture in Eastern Uttar Pradesh
while in Western Uttar Pradesh there were OCP
culture, Black and Red Ware culture, Painted Grey
Ware culture. Further, within the same technological

horizon as well the cultural character of sites even in
geographically continguous zones can be
qualitatively different.

(b) Indo-Roman trade
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-9, Page No. 39, ‘The

Nature of Indo-Roman Trade’ and Page No. 41,
Q. No. 4.

(c) Famines in the medieval period
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-16, Page No. 83,

‘Famines’.
Also Add: During 16th and 17th century India

had two kinds of large scale irrigation to come out
from the negative effects of famines. Moreover, the
Persian wheel based on pin-drum gearing, was
probably imported during the 13th or 14th century
and helped irrigation at large scale. Persian wheel
technology originated in Egypt and as world shrunk
through extensive trading, it spread to India and
China. Its origin in India has a contested history.
While some historians point its introduction to the
early days of the Delhi Sultanate others pin it on
Babur’s entry into India. Cattle manuring was most
common. For instance, in western Rajasthan we have
references to flocks of sheep kept on the fields for
two-three nights. However, in the Deccan and south
India wet lands and black soils hardly required
manuring instead red soils called for its usage. In this
region, dry as well as sprouted seeds were used for
broadcasting.

(d) Ayagars
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-17, Page No. 92, ‘Ayayars’.

SECTION – II
Q. 6. Analyse the growth of commercial

practices during the medieval period in India.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-29, Page No. 171,

Q. No. 1 and Page No. 172, Q. No. 3.

( Solved )
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Q. 7. What was the impact of European
intervention on Indian trade during the eighteenth
century?

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-26, Page No. 155,
Q. No. 4 and Page No. 153, ‘The Flowering of the
Colonial Economy 1800-1857’.

Q. 8. Write a note on the permanent
settlement. What was its economic impact?

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-28, Page No. 165,
Q. No. 2.

Q. 9. Give a brief account of Daniel Thorner’s
critique of the nationalists on de-industrialisation.

Ans. Most scholars have come to accept that
there was not much evidence for deindustrialization
in the 20th century. At the same time, the condition
of the 19th century too does not appear as dismal
and stark as it looked to the nationalists of that time.
We can explain this partially in terms of the greater
awareness of regional variations. Here, it may be
noted that the flood of British manufactured goods
which entered the country in the 19th century
specially effected the economy of eastern India which
was the worst affected of the regions of India. We
find that the change in the fortunes of Bengal artisanal
production was quite dramatic. The inflow of
manufactured goods into the Madras Presidency was
on a lesser scale than in Bengal Presidency and that
textile exports from Bengal fell more substantially

and more quickly than in Madras in the 19th century.
On the other hand, in western India the inflow of
manufactured imports was delayed because of the
poor development of transport facilities in the region.
Similarly, in 1881 in Rajasthan there were barely 400
miles of railways and manufactured imports could
not reach the people living in the inaccessible areas
until after World War I (1914-1918). We observe that
by 1931 over 2900 miles of track had been laid and
the local artisans began to face competition from
manufactured imports from Britain.

Also Ref.: See Chapter-34, Page No. 198,
Q. No. 1.

Q. 10. Write short notes on the following :
(a) Ship building technology
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-23, Page No. 135,

‘Shipbuilding’.
(b) Postal communication under the Mughals
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-24, Page No. 142,

Q. No. 3.
(c) Economic reforms since 1991
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-38, Page No. 222,

‘Economic Reforms Since 1991: Liberalization and
Globalization’.

(d) Chettiars and Shikarpuris
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-27, Page No. 159, ‘Three

Merchants Communities: Chettiars, Marwaris and
Shikarpuris’.
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Time: 3 Hours ] [ Maximum Marks: 100

Note : Answer any five questions. Attempt at least two questions from each section. All questions carry
equal marks.

SECTION – I
Q. 1. Discuss the revisionist approach for

studying the pre-colonial economy.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-2, Page No. 5,

‘Introduction’, Page No. 6, ‘Revisionist Perspective’,
‘New Trends’ and Page No. 7, Q. No. 4.

Q. 2. Write a brief note on the economy of the
Satavahana empire.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-7, Page No. 28,
Introduction’, Page No. 30, ‘Economy of the
Satavahana Empire’ and Page No. 32, Q. No. 5.

Q. 3. Was there feudalism in India? Comment.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-10, Page No. 43,

Q. No. 1 and Page No. 44, Q. No. 2.
Q. 4. Critically examine the various methods

of assessment of land revenue under the Mughals
with special reference to Zabt-system.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-19, Page No. 114,
Q. No. 2 and Page No. 115, Q. No. 3.

Q. 5. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Ahar culture
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 24,

‘Fortified Ahar Culture Settlements of Rajasthan’,
Page No. 26, Q. No. 3 and Page No. 27, Q. No. 5.

(b) Gordon Childe’s views on features of an
urban centre

Ans. Childe identified ten formal criteria that,
according to his system, indicate the development of
urban civilization: increased settlement size,
concentration of wealth, large-scale public works,
writing, representational art, knowledge of science
and engineering, foreign trade, full-time specialists
in nonsubsistence activities, class-stratified society,
and political organization based on residence rather
than kinship. He saw the underlying causes of the

( Solved )

urban revolution as the cumulative growth of
technology and the increasing availability of food
surpluses as capital.

Although it was later shown that Childe’s exact
criteria were not universal, a suite of basic
characteristics do appear to be essential to the
development of urban life. For instance, there is
general agreement among scholars that one of the
necessary – but not sufficient – preconditions for the
urban revolution is the potential for the production
of storable food surpluses. Other important factors
include systems for the exchange and redistribution
of goods between specialized and interdependent
zones, differential control over productive resources
such as land and livestock, and the need for defense
against raids or other forms of armed conflict. The
relative importance of these and other factors is a
matter of debate among those who study the origins
of agriculture.

The urban revolution occurred independently in
many places and at many times. It seems to have
developed first in Mesopotamia, in ancient Sumer,
as early as 5000 BP. Cities appeared somewhat later
in Egypt. In northern China, the peoples of the
Longshan culture were the first to urbanize (about
4500 BP). In South Asia’s Indus Valley, Mohenjo-
daro and Harappa became major urban centres during
the 5th millennium BP. In the Americas the earliest-
known urban cultures include the Olmec in
Mesoamerica (about 3100 BP) and the Chavín of Peru
(about 2900 BP). Urban centres were developed in
North America by the Ancestral Pueblo and
Mississippian peoples during the 2nd millennium BP.
Early African cities included Great Zimbabwe (1000
BP) and Timbuktu (about 800 BP).
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(c) Indigo production in medieval India
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-18, Page No. 98, ‘Indigo’

and Page No. 106, Q. No. 10 (a).
(d) Condition of women in medieval India
Ans. The status of women began to decline in

the medieval period. During this period, there was
prevalence of the Muslim era. This period brought
about changes in the lives of women to a major
extent. They were regarded as inferior as compared
to their male counterparts. The birth of the girl
children was not appreciated. During this period, the
women were required to experience number of
problems. The various problems that were
experienced by women, which led to a decline in
their status were, child marriage, purdah system, sati,
jauhar and restriction on the education of the girls.
Furthermore, there was implementation of factors,
which led to improvements in their status. These are
education, employment opportunities and up-
gradation of skills and abilities, which would render
a significant contribution in bringing about
improvements in their lives. Therefore, it is necessary
for the leaders and reforms to formulate measures,
which would contribute in eliminating the problems
and barriers, experienced by women. The main areas
that are taken into account in this research paper are,
major problem experienced by women in medieval
India, factors highlighting the status of women in
medieval India, and improvements made in the status
of women in medieval India.

As by passage of time, the position of woman
became worse in medieval period, rather to develop
some good changes in their status. During the
medieval period only, system of Purdah and Jauhar
were being introduced by Muslim and Rajput
community against woman. Firstly ‘Purdah’ means,
woman in Muslim community is fully covered with
clothes, so as to cover their body from male. Secondly
‘Jauhar’ means, woman with their own consent
immolate themselves so as to save their body and
property from detention of enemy, if they are from
defeated Warriors family. In both the systems, liberty
of woman was curtailed by the community that they
were not giving right to moment or leave their lives
without any restriction of fear and without any
burden. Instead of all these religious restrictions,
woman at that time actively participated in social,
political educational and religious field like Raziya

Sultan who was first lady Monarch of Delhi, Chand
Bibi who has defeated Akbar, etc. in this period too,
bhakti moment had played a very important role for
improvement and impoverishment of the status of
woman. These were the movement which tried to give
equal status to woman in society at that time. The
best example, who preaches the equality of men and
woman at that time, was a ‘Guru Nanak’. He
advocates equality of woman in each sector that is
religious, political, educational and cultural.

SECTION – II
Q. 6. In the light of van Leur’s hypothesis of

‘peddling trade’, discuss historiographical
assessment of Oceanic trade.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-21, Page No. 126,
Q. No. 5, Page No. 123, ‘Seaborne and Coastal Trade’
and Page No. 124, ‘The West Coast and The East
Coast’ and Page No. 125, ‘Historiography of Asian
Trade’.

Q. 7. Comment on the view that the eighteenth
century was a century of ‘anarchy and chaos’.

Ans. The history of anarchism is as ambiguous
as anarchism itself. Scholars find it hard to define or
agree on what anarchism means, which makes
outlining its history difficult. There is a range of views
on anarchism and its history. Some feel anarchism is
a distinct, well-defined 19th and 20th century
movement while others identify anarchist traits long
before first civilisations existed.

Pre-historic society existed without formal
hierarchies, which some anthropologists have
described as similar to anarchism. The first traces of
formal anarchist thought can be found in ancient
Greece and China, where numerous philosophers
questioned the necessity of the state and declared the
moral right of the individual to live free from
coercion. During the Middle Ages, some religious
sects espoused libertarian thought, and the Age of
Enlightenment, and the attendant rise of rationalism
and science signalled the birth of the modern anarchist
movement.

Modern anarchism was a significant part of the
workers’ movement, alongside Marxism at the end
of the 19th century. Modernism, industrialisation,
reaction to capitalism and mass migration helped
anarchism to flourish and to spread around the globe.
Major anarchist schools of thought sprouted up as
anarchism grew as a social movement, particularly
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anarcho-collectivism anarcho-communism, anarcho-
syndicalism, and individualist anarchism. As the
workers’ movement grew, the divide between
anarchists and Marxists grew as well. The two
currents formally split at the fifth congress of the First
International in 1872, and the events that followed
did not help to heal the gap. Anarchists participated
enthusiastically in the Russian Revolution, but as soon
as the Bolsheviks established their authority,
anarchists were harshly suppressed, most notably in
Kronstadt and in Ukraine.

Anarchism played a historically prominent role
during the Spanish Civil War, when anarchists
established an anarchist territory in Catalonia.
Revolutionary Catalonia was organised along
anarcho-syndicalist lines, with powerful labour unions
in the cities and collectivised agriculture in the
country, but the war ended in the defeat of the
anarchists and their allies and the solidification of
fascism in Spain.

In the 1960s, anarchism re-emerged as a global
political and cultural force, particularly in association
with the New Left. Since then, anarchism has
influenced social movements that espouse personal
autonomy and direct democracy. It has also played
major roles in the anti-globalization movement,
Zapatista revolution and Rojava revolution.

Modern anarchism grew from the secular and
humanistic thought of the Enlightenment. The
scientific discoveries that preceded the Enlightenment
gave thinkers of the time confidence that humans can
reason for themselves. When nature was tamed
through science, society could be set free. The
development of anarchism was strongly influenced
by the works of Jean Meslier, Baron d’Holbach,
whose materialistic worldview later resonated with
anarchists, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, especially in
his Discourse on Inequality and arguments for the
moral centrality of freedom. Rousseau affirmed the
goodness in the nature of men and viewed the state
as fundamentally oppressive. Denis Diderot’s
Supplément au voyage de Bougainville (The
Supplement to the Voyage of Bougainville) was also
influential.

The French Revolution stands as a landmark in
the history of anarchism. The use of revolutionary

violence by masses would captivate anarchists of later
centuries, with such events as the Women’s March
on Versailles, the Storming of the Bastille and the
Réveillon riots seen as the revolutionary archetype.
Anarchists came to identify with the Enragés (lit.
“enraged ones”) who expressed the demands of the
sans-culottes (lit. “without breeches”; commoners)
who opposed revolutionary government as a
contradiction in terms. Denouncing the Jacobin
dictatorship, Jean Varlet wrote in 1794 that
“government and revolution are incompatible, unless
the people wish to set its constituted authorities in
permanent insurrection against itself”. In his
Manifeste des Égaux (Manifesto of the Equals) of
1801, Sylvain Maréchal looked forward to the
disappearance, once and for all, of “the revolting
distinction between rich and poor, of great and small,
of masters and valets, of governors and governed”.
The French Revolution came to depict in the minds
of anarchists that as soon as rebels seize power they
become the new tyrants, as evidenced by the state-
orchestrated violence of the Reign of Terror. The
proto-anarchist groups of Enragés and sans-culottes
were ultimately executed by guillotine.

Q. 8. Write a note on colonial forest policy.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-30, Page No. 175,

‘Forestry and the Colonialism’ and Page No. 176,
Q. No. 1.

Q. 9. Examine the question of population
growth in India during the colonial period.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-31, Page No. 179,
‘Question of Population Growth’.

Q. 10. Write short notes on the following:
(a) Persian Wheel
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-28, Page No. 163,

‘The Permanent Settlement’.
(b) Mughal Bridges
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-23, Page No. 135,

‘Bridges and Mughal Roads’.
(c) Colonialism and Scientific Knowledge
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-37, Page No. 213,

‘Colonialism and Scientific Knowledge’ and Page
No. 216, Q. No. 1

(d) Five Year Plans
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-38, Page No. 220,

‘Five Year Plans’.
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The shift in focus from political or dynastic history
towards an understanding of material culture and
economic life has caused a wide range of themes such
as revenue system and rural settlements to urbanization,
trade, etc. to be published on the economic history of
early India. In the 1950s and 1960s, D.D. Kosambi and
R.S. Sharma began to explain change with reference to
environment, technology and economic life. Their
writings paved the way for visualizing ancient India in
terms of stages in relation to the dominant social and
economic patterns prevailing during the various periods.
The early historical and the early medieval periods are
the two broad phases of early India. While the Age of
the Buddha is characterized by peasant production and
urbanization, the Mauryan period is found to have been
marked by state control of the economy.

Since the second half of the 20th century, the
economic history of early India has been explained
differently than the previous the era. Traditionally,
the Mauryan economy was seen in terms of
centralized state control over all sectors of the
economy. Recent studies, however, by moving away
from traditional treatment of the sources and looking
at the regional material cultures brought to light by
archaeology, has changed our perception. Now, it is
recognized that empires by their very nature
accommodated varied social formations and
differentiated spaces, accounting for the uneven depth
of administration across regions. At the same time,
the post-Mauryan periods is being understood as
networks of trade and money economy and are not
being identified only with urban growth.

HISTORY OF
INDIAN ECONOMY

1Historiography of the Pre-Colonial
Economy: Ancient

IDEAS AND ECONOMY
We can find economic ideas inherent in our sources.

For example, in the middle of the first millennium B.C.,
there were numerous crops and cereals like wheat, rice,
barley, mustard, sugarcane, mangoes, lentils, etc.
according to Sanskrit and Pali literature. At the same
time, paddy transplantation and knowledge of varieties
of rice, with sali being a generic term, the spread of
plough cultivation, etc. is proved. Various terms indicate
the growing preoccupation with cultivation. The fields
appeared like the robe of a monk which means their
uneven, differentiated, patch-work pattern. Similarly, the
Suttanipata, an early Pali text, describes cattle as annada
(giver of food), vannada (giver of beauty) and sukhada
(giver of happiness) which shows the significance of
cattle. In these references to crops, types of land and
agricultural operations, the changed economic condition
in the Age of the Buddha is reflected. Arthashastra
brings out the significance of rural settlements and
agriculture as the basis of the revenue of the state.
Peasants were allowed tax remissions and state help in
the newly settled areas. This helped in bringing virgin
land under cultivation and extends the orbit of revenue
collection. At the same time, farmers were not allowed
to keep their plots unused. Moreover, non-agricultural
production, and trade is also mentioned for enhancing
revenue.

The post-Mauryan texts like Milinda-panho and
Manusmriti suggest that the field belonged to him who
cleared it of the forest cover. Many texts of this period
provide information about a large number of occupations
and workers. This period was marked by varieties of
guilds and long distance inter-regional and maritime

HISTORIOGRAPHY, ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMY

www.neerajbooks.com

www.neerajbooks.com
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trade. Inscriptions at Mathura, Sanchi and such other
places mentioning the names and occupations of the
donors showing their economic competence and the
prosperity of the regions they represent. Post-Mauryan
coins bear testimony to the extent and depth of
monetization of Indian society.

For the Guptas and later periods, land grant
inscriptions are the major source of information for
economic history. It is debated that the Gupta and post-
Gupta periods witnessed the decline of trade, decay of
towns and paucity of metallic money. Land grant
inscriptions also provide information on types of
settlements and their constituents. Implications for the
history of agriculture and environment in the references
to plants and crops. In the wider context of narrating
the story of Harsha, Harshacarita furnish evidence of
the agrarian prosperity of Shrikantha in contrast to the
forest and forest life in the Vindhyas.
PRE-1950s HISTORIOGRAPHICAL TRENDS

Up-to-the mid-20th century, ancient Indian
economic history was largely dependent on literary texts.
For instance, U.N. Ghoshal’s Agrarian System of
Northern India and A.N. Bose’s Social and Rural
Economy of Northern India (c. 600 B.C. - A.D. 200),
are mainly based on textual material, though they use
inscriptional data also. This kind of thought made it
difficult to elaborate on changes in various periods.
However, there is a sea change in the perspectives on
early India from the middle of the 1950s. Thus, the
economic history, with bearings on society and polity,
has occupied centre stage. Early India is now being seen
in terms of socio-economic stages.

Now, the questions are: whether the Harappans had
a plough or not or the Vedic people had access to iron
or not or why it was that the rise of Magadha, emergence
of urban centres and ‘heterodox’ sects happened to
coincide in the middle of the first millennium B.C. The
wide ranging economic activities in the post-Maurya
centuries and the comparative decline or stagnation in
the Gupta period were discovered. Now, the dynastic
history has shifted to economic history and made
common people visible.
THE NEW HISTORIOGRAPHY

The dominant historiography during the 1960s and
1970s stressed technological and economic changes and
their importance and characterized the early historical
and early medieval periods in opposition to each other.
The scholars started looking at the early historical period
as wideranging exchange networks, monetization of the
economy, horizontal spread of urban centres, and
comparatively less unequal distribution of land. The
society was stratified but it was more open and less
exploitative than the later periods. The early medieval
period is seen in terms of fragmentation of authority

(related to the phenomenon of land grants), loss of
mobility of artisans, traders and peasants and the
emergence of closed, self-sufficient economic units, the
decline of long distance and maritime trade, urban decay,
localization of crafts etc.

It is observed that the rise of a dominant class of
rent collecting landlords and a suffering peasantry turned
itself into violent agrarian conflicts and rural revolts.
Some historians characterize the 11th-12th centuries as
a categorically distinct phase compared to the 7th-10th
centuries, which were marked by economic decline,
others locate growth in the rural economy within the
early feudal context, with long-term consequences for
trade, towns, markets, merchants, etc.

The dominant historiography for early medieval
India used to see this period as a stage of general decline,
notwithstanding the acknowledgement of agrarian
expansion in certain regions during the same period.
However, the alternative historiography shows regional
variations and changes over time. For instance, many
types of rural settlements are shown: village (grama),
hamlet (palli), herders’ settlement (ghosha), etc.
Moreover, rural settlements changed with time.
Similarly, there were typological distinctions between
trade centres and traders; and yet these hierarchies did
not hinder interactions.
RECENT RESEARCHES

New perspectives and new sets of questions of
recent researches on the economic history of ancient
India have contributed substantially to our better
understanding of the past. There have been some efforts
towards the use of statistical methods in analyzing
sources for discerning patterns in economic and
administrative histories. However, the evaluation by the
economic historian of agrarian expansion, production,
prices, etc. about early India is still tentative. Generally,
there is a tendency to compare a political formation such
as the Mauryan state or Satavahana Deccan with a social
formation or to compare a region such as Gangetic
northern India for the whole country. However, in such
examples the unevenness in levels of material cultures
across regions, and even sub-regions is ignored.

These differences when recognized help us to
understand the phased manner of economic growth. For
example, even in Mauryan times, much of the progress
was largely confined to Gangetic northern India and
adjoining regions. Similarly, parts of Peninsular India
experienced comparable growth during and after the
Mauryas. The numerous archaeological cultures (Black-
and-Red Ware, Painted Grey Ware, etc.) dated between
the later half of the second millennium B.C. and the
middle of the first millennium B.C. in indicating mutual
contacts and adaptations have helped us in moving away
from invasion and colonization as explanatory
categories for change during these periods.
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Now, researches on early medieval India are
becoming more and more inscription based and region
centred. Besides looking for the numerical richness of
the epigraphical material, there is an attempt to move
away from only theoretical and prescriptive positions
on state, society and economy. Yet, there is no uniformity
in the volume and quality of regional research.

Q. 1. Discuss the contemporary ideas on ancient
Indian economic history.

Ans. At present, economic history is viewed as a
part of the wider history and it is not treated in isolation.
The interdisciplinary approach is being adopted and new
dimensions of early Indian history have been initiated
which have led to enhanced interest in issues such as
social mobility, social differentiation, stratification, state
formation, etc. Research in these fields clearly shows
that economy is not the only agency of social change.

Today, differentiation is being seen as emanating
from multiple sources. For example, upward social
mobility depended upon acquiring economic or political
power or both, which in turn were prerequisites for the
observance and emulation of upper caste norms and
rituals.

The topic of state formation is a good example of
how one dimension of society cannot be studied to the
exclusion of other dimensions. For instance, for the
emergence of states an agrarian base, settlements and
social differentiation of some degree are generally
essential although once states emerged they could, and
in fact did, influence changes in each of the
aforementioned areas. Such examples show the
continuous interplay of numerous forces in the making
of history.

Q. 2. Did the prevailing ideas on economic
history of ancient India suggest pattern of growth
or stagnation?

Ans. The prevailing ideas on economic history of
ancient India suggested a pattern of general decline
during the early medieval India, notwithstanding the
acknowledgement of agrarian expansion in certain
regions during the same period. The historical
complexity and variety across regions are subsumed
under generalizations and do not receive their due. There
are stereotypes associated with ‘the village community’
(as closed, self-sufficient and homogeneous entities) and
the decline of trade and urban centres in early medieval
India. Now these ideas have been questioned and instead
of general decline the historical transformation of
regions outside Gangetic northern India and the changes
coming from within local societies, leading to the
making of agrarian regions are being considered.

Q. 3. Analyse the new emerging trends in
historiography during the early 1960s.

Ans. The new emerging trends in historiography
during the early 1960s emphasized technological and
economic changes and their significance. It saw the early
historical and early medieval periods in opposition to
each other. The early historical period is seen as marked
by wideranging exchange networks, horizontal spread
of urban centres, monetization of the economy and
comparatively less unequal distribution of land, if not
produce. It has been observed that although society was
stratified, it was more open and less exploitative than
the later times.

The ‘feudal’ early medieval period is perceived in
terms of the fragmentation of authority (related to the
phenomenon of land grants), decline of long distance
and maritime trade, dearth of metallic money, urban
decay. However, the views on these changes have not
remained static over the years nor do all the exponents
of the ‘Indian feudalism’ school hold similar views. Now,
the views on the transition to the early medieval phase
have shifted from the decline of long-distance and
maritime trade to decline of towns and even a social
crisis. Scholars differ in their treatment of the post-Gupta
centuries. For example, some are of the view that the
11th-12th centuries were a categorically distinct stage
in comparison to the 17th-10th centuries. The later ones
are considered to be marked by economic decline. Some
historians locate growth in the rural economy within
the early feudal context.

Q. 4. In what ways the post-1950s economic
historical writings represent a departure from early
20th century historical writings?

Ans. The post-1950s economic historical writings
represent a departure from early 20th century historical
writings because of the issues focused by it and its
treatment as well as research tools used by it for its
analysis. For instance, ancient Indian economic history
in the pre-1950s was largely dependent on incidental
references in literary texts. This type of analysis made
it difficult to work out processes of change with regard
to any institution. Moreover, the analysis and
explanation of economic life and institutions within
incorporative concepts were unknown. Today’s
perspectives on early India show that society and polity
have a centre stage. Now, economic history has occupied
an important position. Since 1950s, instead of being
seen as a period dominated by numerous dynasties and
their wars early India came to be understood in terms
of socio-economic stages. Explanations of change,
centering on political authority made way for another
kind of analysis.

The type of new questions that began to be asked
and addressed were whether the Harappans had a plough
or not or the Vedic people had access to iron or not or
why it was that the rise of Magadha, emergence of urban
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centres and ‘heterodox’ sects happened to coincide in
the middle of the first millennium B.C. Thus, there was
a significant change in perspective. In the light of the
wide ranging economic activities in the post-Maurya
centuries and a relative decline or stagnation in the Gupta
period the Guptas lost some of their lusture. Now,
instead of dynastic history it was economic history and
the common people became visible with it.

Q. 5. Account for the recent trends in the
economic history writings of ancient India.

Ans. (i) The study of early Indian economic history
goes back to the middle of the 19th century. Christian
lanen’s monumental history of India down to the fall of
Vijayanagara emphasized political history. The
economic sections occupied a subsidiary place. Another
colonial writer Richard Fick primarily dealt with social
or caste relationships prevalent in north-eastern India.
But many historians of the 19th and the 20th centuries
wrote under the auspices of the imperial government
and had pre-conceived ideas about the India’s past.

(ii) The best known exponent of the imperialist view
of Indian history was Vincent A. Smith.  He devoted
himself to the study of the general history of ancient
India. He made a significant observation that in the
ancient times land was own by the King. British writers
after Smith gave special attention to Indian connection
with Europe and Greek rule in India. In numismatic the
study of Indo-Greek coins received their chief attention.
In 1916, H.G. Rawlinson wrote his ‘Intercourse between
India and the Western world, which covered India’s
commercial contact with the Greece-Roman world from
the earliest times to the fall of Rome. Indo-Roman trade
continued to attract the attention of British scholars till
the 50s.  From 1951 onward, there was a new trend in
the economic history writing and contemporary British
scholars directly or indirectly provide some justification
for the commercial enterprise of the European nations
in India in modern times and support the British
exploitation of the Indian resources. The main challenge
to the historical models of writing put forward by British
historians came from Indian scholars who, under the
influence of growing nationalist movement, wrote in
conscious opposition to the imperialist, view of Indian
history.

(iii) The development of nationalism and political
consciousness at the term of the century made the Indian
scholars keenly aware of the economic exploitation of
India by the British, which formed the theme of writings
of Dadabhai Naroji and R.C.Dutt. The strong nationalist
movement that followed the partition of Bengal in 1905
gave a great impetus to the study of the economic
condition of ancient India. A more forceful attack on
the imperialist writer came from K.P. Jaswal who was
considered a potential contributor of the ‘seminaries’
of sedition. At the time of nationalist movement several
monographic studies were published, through several
scientific themes of early economic history attracted the
attention of Indian scholars in the 20s. Writer like
N.C.Bandopadhya, S.K.Das M.A.Buch seeks to make
a systematic study of economic development in ancient
India, with special references to the land system,
agriculture industry and trade. One of the earliest
writings on the economic content of the arthashastra’s
was by H.C. Ray. He decected in Kautilya’s social and
economic policies and the element of modern state
socialism developed in Germany by the social legislation
of Bismark of the Indian scholars of the twenties
U.N.Ghoshal handled his sources most critically. His
contributions to the study of the taxation system of India
from the Vedic age to c. A.D.1200 but it gave a detailed
information, detailed studies of early South Indian
economic history was undertaken by K.M.Gupta (The
Land System in South India between A.D. 800 and
A.D.1200, Lahore,1933) and A. Appadorai (Economic
Conditions in Southern India, A.D.1000-1500,
2 vols, Madras,1986).

(iv) In recent year detailed economic studies of the
different regions of peninsular India have undertaken.
K.Sundaram in his studies in Economic and social
conditions of Medieval Andhra A.D.1000-1600
(Machilipatanam and Madras, 1968) gives an account
of metal work, jewellery, carpentary, architecture,
spinning and weaving, salt manufacture etc., but analysis
is absent in most of the economic writings like D.R.
Das’s economic History of the Deccan During the First
Six Centuries of the Christian era.
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