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SOLVED QUESTION PAPER (EXAM HELD IN MARCH-2022) / 1

( Solved )

Time: 3 Hours ] [ Maximum Marks: 100

Note : Answer five questions in all, selecting at least two from each section. All questions carry equal marks.

SECTION – I
Q. 1. Critically discuss the relevance of

functionalism in understanding society.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-6, Page No. 27,

‘Introduction’, Chapter-7, Page No. 35, Q. No. 1.
Q. 2. Who holds power on local communities?

Discuss with reference to insights in Miller and
Dehl.

Ans. The focus of community power is on
decisions that are crucial to the people in a
community. The basic question, therefore, is who
wields the power to say about things which are
important to many people in the community. The
concern is with the ability to and/or the practice of
deciding what is to be done in, for, by the community.
Two scholars who have contributed significantly to
the subject of community, power are Delbert Miller
and Robert Dahl. They have initiated a debate based
on their own studies and research. The basic issue of
contention is, who holds power on local communities.
Miller asserts that the business elite makes decisions
in local communities. Dahl, on the other hand, argues
that rather than being monolithic, power structure is
pluralistc. Delbert Miller chose knowledgeable
informants from the community. He asked them to
select out of a prepared list of important, well-known
people belonging to different organisations and
institutions those whom they thought were powerful
in getting things done. Now, Miller interviewed the
people who were selected by the knowledgeable
informants. He also asked them whose help they
would seek if they wanted to get something done.
This was referred to as the ‘Reputational Technique’.
Miller concluded that most of the knowledgeable
informants said businessmen were the ones who could
get things done. They do influence policy making in
local communities to a large extent. Here, local
governments are not strong bodies and elected
officials are often businessmen, lawyers and
politicians of the community, itself. This was true of
the ‘Pacific City. A study of the ‘English City’

however suggested on Miller that not businessmen
but labour is significant as also leaders from the
domain of education, religion, and welfare and status
groups. Based on two of the above-mentioned studies,
Miller concluded that power pattern is not essentially
identical in all American Communities. Robert Dahl
studied New Haven. His methodology of research
differed sharply from that of Miller. Dahl found out
the specific decisions on specific issues. What is more
important is that he looked for specific decision makes
in specific situations two. This technique was referred
to as ‘Event Analysis’. He concluded that the role of
businessmen in decision-making was minor in contrast
to the assertion of Miller. He explained that while there
is no denying that businessmen have lot of resources
of their disposal but it in equally true that they have
several liabilities by which they are constrained and
because of which they cannot emerge as the major
contributors in decision-making process. Therefore,
not one centre of power but many loci of power exist.
Dahl believes that mayors and their staff have
increasingly by become the initiators and organisers
of important community decision. Miller insists that
the political leaders are uncertain about themselves
and wait for the cues from others, while businessmen
have a clearly defined image and act with more
assertion.

Q. 3. Explain the notion of Charismatic
authority. What did Weber mean by ‘routinization
of charisma’?

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-9, Page No. 43,
‘Charismatic Authority’, Q. No. 1 and Page No. 44,
Q. No. 2.

Also Add: The Rational Legal Nature of Charisma
was called by Weber as Routinization of Charisma.

Q. 4. ‘Social structure is a model’. Discuss with
reference to the perspectives of Levi Strauss and
Edumund Leach.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-5, Page No. 23, ‘Social
Structure is a Model: Contributions of Claude Levi-
Strauss and Edmund Leach’ and Page No. 24, Q. No. 2.
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Q. 5. Compare the perspectives of Mills and
Reisman on power in America.

Ans. Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-8, Page No. 39,
‘Power Elite and Veto Groups’.

Also Add: Structure of Power including how
power is distributed among the major segments
of present-day American society: Mills proposed
that a pyramid of power may be conceived as formed
of three layers. The apex is occupied by power elite,
the second layer is occupied by middle levels of
power (constituted of diversified and balanced plu-
rality of interest groups) while the third layer is oc-
cupied by mass society (constituted of a powerless
mass of unorganized people who are controlled from
above). Riesman, on the other hand, proposed a pyra-
mid formed of two layers. According to Riesman,
the upper layer is occupied by veto groups. The lower
layer of the pyramid comprises a more-or-less unor-
ganized public which cooperates with the interest
group.

Changes in the structure of power including
how the distribution of power has changed in the
course of American history: Mills lays emphasis
on increasing concentration of power and the ascend-
ing of power elite, while Riesman lays emphasis on
increasing dispersion of power and the tendency to-
ward the dispersal of power among a plurality of or-
ganized interests.

Operation of the structure of power includ-
ing the means whereby power is exercised in
American society: According to Mills, the power
elite lays down all important public policies particu-
larly foreign policy. The power elite manipulates the
people at the bottom. While Riesman mentioned that
who determines the policy largely depends on the
issue about which policy is being laid out. Groups
constituting veto groups are largely inoperative on
several issues.

Bases of the structure of power including how
social and psychological factors shape and sus-
tain the existing distribution of power: It is under-
standable that power is shared among those who share
common interests: For Mills, the power elite repre-
sents a body of people with common interests, for
Reisman, the veto groups have diversity of interests.

Consequences of the structure of power in-
cluding how the existing distribution of power
affects American society: According to Mills, Power
is supposed to reside in the hands of public and its
elected representatives while in reality it lies in the
hands of those who direct the key bureaucracies. Con-
sequently, men of power are neither responsible nor
accountable for their power. While Riesman said that
no one group or class is favoured in a major way

over others; politics has declined in meaning for many
people which is not essentially due to the ascending
of veto groups. Power is more widely dispensed than
is generally believed; and power in America is situ-
ational and mercurial, it is amorphous because of
which there is decline of effective leadership.

SECTION – II
Q. 6. Critically discuss Marx’s perspective on

class.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-26, Page No. 134, ‘(b)

Capitalism and Social Class’, ‘Karl Marx’ and Page
No. 135, ‘Class Struggle’.

Q. 7. What do you understand by
meritocracy? Is meritocracy dysfunctional in
society? Critically discuss.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-25, Page No. 130, ‘The
Rise of Meritocracy’.

Also Add: Politicians have sold meritocracy as
rhetoric to the masses, they believe it is the best
method to achieve an egalitarian society. When we
think about meritocracy as a fair and objective system
for a society to function, we also must consider that
merit is dependent on socio-economic status, gender
and family. Merit is often a product of privilege. The
people living in privilege have been so ingrained in
the belief that anyone with the ability and hard work
can easily work themselves to the top no matter what
the odds or background.

In addition to being false, a growing body of
research in psychology and neuroscience suggests
that believing in meritocracy makes people more
selfish, less self-critical and even more prone to acting
in discriminatory ways. Meritocracy is not only
wrong; it’s bad. In his book Success and Luck, the
U.S. economist Robert Frank details the long-shots
and correlations that led to Bill Gates’s rise as
Microsoft’s founder, as well as to Frank’s success as
an academic. For merit to translate into success luck
plays a very important role.

Rich parents can pass their privilege to their
children. The richest school districts in the US now
spend more than twice as much per student per year
as middle-class schools, and elite private schools
spend up to six times as much. That helps yield higher
scores on standardized tests and admissions to more
elite universities. Unequal access to resources has a
direct and significant effect on the quality of
education a child will receive from kindergarten
through university. Educational meritocracy is a
veneer that holds the modest potential of creating an
egalitarian society. Students from Beijing with access
to better schools are 41 times more likely to gain
admission to top Chinese universities than students
from poor rural areas. It frames structural inequality
and exclusion as an individual failure.
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Meritocracy confirms that those in the lower
rungs are inferior. They are hence treated with
contempt and arrogance. Those in the lower strata
may resent it and take offense leading to conflict and
tension between the ruling minority and the rest of
the society. In corollary, those in the lower strata
would be greatly demoralized because they would
not be able to assign lack of opportunity to be
successful as the cause of their situation, neither
would they be able explain the success of others in
terms of advantages of birth, influence, wealth and
power. This would lead to loss of self-esteem and of
inner vitality.

Q. 8. Explain the major tenents of post-
modernism with reference to the writing of
Jameson.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-31, Page No. 163,
‘Jameson and Late Capitalism’.

Also Add: According to Jameson, capitalism is
in its ‘late’ stages, but continues to be the main form
of production the world over. However, this ‘late’
stage of capitalism has been ushered in with post
modernism. Thus while the cultural logic is altered,
the underlying structure remains the same as in the
incipient forms of capitalism. This is reflective of
the Marxian framework. Jameson sees the post-
modern situation as possessing both positive and
negative aspects of post-modernism. Thus there is
progress and chaos side by side. Thus, according to
Jameson there are three stages in the progress of
capitalism. The first is market capitalism typified by
national markets. Following this phase comes the
imperialist stage which is backed up by a global
capitalist network. Then the third phase is ‘late
capitalism’ share capital is used to commodify new
areas. The effect of changes in the economic structure
automatically create appropriate cultural changes.
Thus Jameson points out that we can see that:

Realist culture is associated with market
capitalism
Modernist culture is associated with
monopoly capitalism
Postmodern culture and multinational
capital

Jameson’s perspective, works mainly within a
base and superstructure model. According to
Jameson postmodern society has some charac-
teristics: firstly there is superficiality, in the sense
the cultural products keep to superficiality and do
not enquire deeply into the situation e.g. the soup
cans and portrait of Marolyn Munroe – both of which
are simulacra as they are a “copy of a copy.” Both
paintings were painted from a copy of the

photo-graphs. Thus, the pictures are simulacrum –
in which one cannot distinguish the original from
the copy (Jameson, 1984:86). These paintings are
simulacrum and lack in depth, and covers the surface
meanings only. Further emotion or emotionality is
hardly to be found is the postmodern societies. Thus,
alienation has been supplanted by fragmentation,
which results in the impersonalization of interaction.
Again, and thirdly historicity is set aside and it is
clear that all that can be known about the past is
textual and can spawn intertextuality at the most.
What this implies is that the postmodernists do not
restrict themselves to a single linear past but pick
and choose from among the available styles. That is
to say there is a strong element of pastiche. This
implies that ‘truth’ about past history, is that we have
no way of knowing what happened. The historians
then have to be satisfied with a pastiche which in
itself may not reflect much of past reality and there
is no such thing as linear historical development.
Finally postmodernism has a new technology
available to it especially the computer and other
electronic machines not present earlier. What we can
say then is that the post modern societies are in deep
flux and great confusion and many symptoms of this
have appeared especially with regard to certain kinds
of affliction. Thus, whole new breeds of psychiatrists
are busy trying to undo the stress tension that post
modernism is clearly associated with. Thus, there is
a problem of chaotic and disturbing trends of late
capitalism. It is difficult to cope with multinational
economy and the according cultural impact of
consumerism. Jameson feels that cognitive maps are
needed to deal with postmodern realities. The maps
can be put together by artists novelists and working
people. Thus, Jameson’s schema tries to build bridges
between Marxian theory and post-modernism, but
ended up antagonising both Marxists and
postmodernists. This was to be expected because
despite Jameson’s efforts to synthesise it was clear
that a grand theory/metanarrative was unlikely to
bend backwards, and therefore, Jameson uses mainly
its base/super-structure dichotomy.

Q. 9. What do you understand by citizenship?
Explain it from multicultural perspective.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-20, Page No. 100,
‘Introduction’, ‘Definition’, Page No. 102, ‘Multicul-
turalism and the Citizenship’,

Q. 10. Discuss the sociological perspective on
the understanding of identity.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-23, Page No. 119, ‘Identity
in Sociological Theory’ and Q. No. 1.
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( Solved )

Time: 3 Hours ] [ Maximum Marks: 100

Note : Answer five questions in all, selecting at least two from each section. All questions carry equal marks.

SECTION – I
Q. 1. Discuss Parsons’ theory of social action.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-3, Page No. 13, ‘Parson’s

Action Theory’.
Q. 2. ‘Social structure refers to relations

between groups.’ Discuss with reference to the
viewpoint of Evans Pritchard.

Ans. Evans-Pritchard carried out a piece of
intensive fieldwork with the Nuer of the Sudan. In
his first monograph on them, he tried to describe Nuer
society on a more abstract plane of analysis than was
usual at that time because of a lack of a proper theory.
Evans-Pritchard looked for such a theory in his work
on the Nuer, although many of his ideas that exercised
impact on sociology and social anthropology
developed later. In his monograph on the Nuer, he
first gives an account of the importance of cattle for
the life of the people he had studied. The ecological
system in which they find themselves conditions their
territorial distribution and transhumance. The Nuer
concepts of time and space arise largely from their
patterns of livelihood. Then, Evans-Pritchard
examines the territorial sections which form their
political system, in the absence of a centralised
political authority. The Nuer are a good example of a
stateless (or, acephalous) society. Their discussion
has given rise to the concept of segmentary political
system, where social order is largely a function of
the opposition and balance of different sections of
society. Evans-Pritchard’s description of the elements
of Nuer society and their interrelationship guided him
to the concept of social structure. Instead of beginning
with the idea of person, as did Radcliffe-Brown, he
began with viewing social structure in terms of
groups. Reflecting on the example of the Nuer, Evans-

Pritchard says that the tribe is not a haphazard
congregation of residential units. Every local group
is segmented, and these segments are fused in relation
to other groups. Because of this, each unit can only
be defined in terms of the whole system. One may
conceptualise a society as a ‘system of groups’ in
which relations exist between ‘groups of persons’, and
these relations are structural relations. Thus, structure
is a ‘relation between groups’. These relations can be
spoken of in terms of a system. Evans-Pritchard
considers kinship relations as a kinship system; or,
one may speak of political relations as a political
system.

Also Ref: Chapter-5, Page No. 23, ‘Social
Structure Refers to Relations Between Groups: The
Contribution of E.E. Evans Pritchard’.

Q. 3. What is neo-functionalism ? Discuss its
merits and demerits.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-7, Page No. 33, ‘The
Thesis of Neo-Functionalism’ and Page No. 34, ‘Merits
and Demerits of Neo-functionalism’.

Q. 4. Under capitalist conditions, do workers
get alienated from production process ? Discuss.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-17, Page No. 87, Q. No. 2.
Q. 5. Critically discuss Weber’s contribution

to the understanding of entrepreneurship.
Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-15, Page No. 73,

‘Meaning of Entrepreneurship’ and ‘Theoretical
background of Entrepreneurship with Special
Reference to Max Weber and Joseph Schumpeter’ and
‘Contribution of Max Weber’.

SECTION – II
Q. 6. Explain the major tenets of post-

modernism with reference to the writings of
Baudrillard.
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Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-31, Page No. 165,
Q. No. 1 and Page No. 163, ‘Budrillard and Post-
Modernism’.

Also Add : In the 1970’s Baudrillard alleged
that Marxists and their detractors both had a similar
beorgeoisie orientation which was conservative. He
felt that an alternative explanation was necessary.
Thus Baudrillard put forward the notion of “Symbolic
Exchange” as an alternative to economic exchange.
Symbolic exchange itself involves a continuous
process of a gift giving and gift taking. It is clear that
symbolic exchange was beyond and opposed to the
logic of late capitalism. For Baudrillard the
postmodern world is “hyper reality.” Thus, media
becomes more real than the reality itself, and provides
news, views and events in an exaggerated, skewed,
and even ideological manner – thus the term hyper
reality. This is not without consequences as the real
tends to be buried in the hyper real and may ultimately
be banished altogether. For Baudrillard culture is
undergoing a very deep change which makes the
masses more and more passive, rather than
increasingly rebellious. Thus, the masses encounter
these changes with seeming ease absorbing each new
cultural idea or artifact. Thus, for Baudrillard masses
are not seen to be the products of media. Rather it is
the media which is observed to provide these wants
to the masses (for objects and entertainment). For
Baudrillard society is in throes of a ‘death culture.’
Thus, it is death anxiety that pushes people to try
and lose this anxiety by using and abusing the
consumerist culture. There is no revolutionary silver
lining to Baudrillard’s theory and the problem is also
that symbolic exchange societies may exist but how
to bring them about is not addressed to by
Baudrillard. Baudrillards brilliant and unusual ideas
make it a clear breakaway from the ideas and artifacts
of modernism. Baudrillard in deconstructing
contemporary society shows just how much
sociological theory has moved forward and away
from classical thought.

Q. 7. Explain the dysfunctions of social
stratification.

Ans. Tumin proposed the following provisional
assertions regarding social stratification:

Social stratification systems function to limit
the possibility of discovery of the full range

of talent available in a society. This results
from the fact of unequal access to
appropriate motivation, channels of
recruitment and centers of training.
In foreshortening the range of available
talent, social stratification systems function
to set limits upon the possibility of
expanding the productive resources of the
society, at least relative to what might be
the case under conditions of greater equality
of opportunity.
Social stratification systems function to
provide the elite with the political power
necessary to procure acceptance and
dominance of an ideology which rationa-
lizes the status quo, whatever it may be as
“logical”, “natural”, and “morally right”. In
this manner social stratification systems
function as essentially conservative
influences in the societies in which they are
found.
Social stratification systems function to
distribute favourable self-images unequally
throughout a population. To the extent that
such favorable self-images are requisite to
the development of the creative potential
inherent in men, to that extent stratification
systems function to limit the development
of this creative potential.
To the extent that inequalities in social
reward cannot be made fully acceptable to
the less privileged in a society, social
stratification systems function to encourage
hostility, suspicion and distrust among the
various segments of a society and thus to
limit the possibilities of extensive social
integration.
To the extent that loyalty to a society
depends on a sense of significant
membership in the society depends on one’s
place on the prestige ladder of the society,
social stratification systems function to
distribute unequally the sense of significant
membership in the population.
To the extent that participation and apathy
depend upon the sense of significant
membership in the society, social stratifi-
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cation systems function to distribute loyalty
unequally in the population.

To the extent that participation and apathy
depend upon the sense of significant membership in
the society, social stratification functions to distribute
the motivation to participate unequally in a
population”

Q. 8. What do you understand by ethnicity ?
Explain the relationship between race and
ethnicity.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-22, Page No. 114,
Q. No. 1, 2, Page No. 115, Q. No. 2 and Page
No. 116, Q. No. 7.

Q. 9. Does civil society promote democracy ?
Discuss.

Ans. Ref.: See Chapter-21, Page No. 108,
Q. No. 1.

Q. 10. Explain the characteristic features of
ideal-type of bureaucracy.

Ans. Max Weber, a German Sociologist,
developed a theory of authority structures and
described organizational activity based on authority
relations. According to him, a system characterized
by division of labour, a clearly defined hierarchy,
detailed rules and regulations, and impersonal
relationships make ‘ideal bureaucracy’. He
recognized that this ‘ideal bureaucracy’ did not exist
in reality, but rather represented a selective
reconstruction of the real world.

1. Division of Labour: According to “Max
Weber” in an organization everyone have to perform
a specific task. For example in a university teacher
job is only to teach, the one who works in
administration should look after the maintenance and
procurement. Teachers should not perform the job
responsibilities of administrator and administrator
shouldnot teach, everyone in the organization have
been assigned specific tasks and they should perform
only those tasks. Weber believed that, such type of
division of labour will increase the level of expertise
of employee in his field and increase the efficiency
and productivity of organisation. However, according
to conflict theorist “Karl Marx” division of labour

can result in the feeling of alienation in employees
because it separates them from other workers.
Furthermore, the employees cannot see and learn the
task beginning to end which might lead to the less
productivity.

2. Authroity of Hierarchy: All the employees
working in the organization are not equal, its structure
is hierachical. Each employee are under the authority
of higher position the structure of organization is like
pyramid. It clarify the employees that who are in
charge and have authority of decision-making in the
organization. On the other hand, it might lead to the
feeling of deprivation among employees of decision
making, particularly those, who are at lower level of
hierarchy.

3. Formal Selection: Members required by the
organization are selected on the basis of specific
qualification as demonstrated by their formal
examination, education and training.

4. Impersonality: The word impersonality might
seems a like negative term, however, max weber
meant by, impersonality that, every imployee in the
organization should conduct their activity in unbiased
way. According to him, it will ensure the equal
treatement of employees within the organization.
Controls and rules and regulations are applied to all
uniformly irrespective of the members’ personalities,
positions and preferences.

5. Career Orientation: Managers being salaried
personnel pursue their career as professionals not as
owners of the organization.

Weber’s ideal bureaucracy and Taylor’s scientific
management are, to a great extent, similar in ideology.
Because both emphasize on rationality, predictability,
impersonality, technical competence and autho-
ritarianism as the basic elements of their ideologies
or principles of management. No doubt, Weber’s
principles were less operational when compared with
those of Taylor’s. Nonetheless, Weber’s ‘principles
of ideal bureaucracy’ became the model for many of
even today’s organizations and this fact very well
attests the importance and relevance of Weber’s work,
i.e., the principle of ‘ideal bureaucracy’.
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1Social Theory and its Context

INTRODUCTION

The emergence of sociological theories is traced
to two great events of Western Europe, namely, the
French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution. These
theories are in these particular social contexts. These
contexts had a great impact on the emergence of
sociology. Thus, the social conditions of the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries were of the utmost
significance to the development of sociology.

The chaos and social disorder that resulted from
the series of political revolutions ushered in by the
French Revolution in 1789 disturbed many early social
theorists. While they recognized that a return to the
old order was impossible, they sought to find new
sources of order in societies that had been traumatized
by dramatic political changes.

The Industrial Revolution was a set of
developments that transformed Western societies from
largely agricultural to overwhelmingly industrial
systems. Peasants left agricultural work for industrial
occupations in factories. Within this new system, a few
benefitted greatly while the majority worked long hours
for low wages. A reaction against the industrial system
and capitalism led to the labour movement and other
radical movements dedicated to overthrowing the
capitalist system. As a result of the Industrial
Revolution, large number of people moved to urban
settings. The  long list of urban problems that attracted
the attention of early sociologists.

Socialism emerged as an alternative vision of a
worker’s paradise in which wealth was equitably
distributed. Karl Marx was highly critical of capitalist
society in his writings and engaged in political
activities to help engineer its fall. Other early theorists

SOCIOLOGICAL
THEORIES

AND CONCEPTS
APPROACHES TO SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

recognized the problems of capitalist society but sought
change through reform because they feared socialism
more than they feared capitalism. The ensuing
problems affected social thinkers deeply and Karl Marx,
Weber and Durkheim set out to find a solution to these
problems.

CHAPTER AT A GLANCE

PROMINENCE OF SOCIALISM
Socialism emerged as a direct critique of

capitalism and was supported by some thinkers while
a majority of them were indeed hostile to it. Socialism
literally sprang from observing the success of
capitalism, while believing that condition for workers
could be improved if the control of production were
moved from capitalists to the state. A top-down control
system, such as that used in large business, was the
model for socialist society.

Socialism arose in the early 19th century, and the
key figure among sociologists was Karl Marx who was
different from armchair social theorists who were
against socialism. They wanted to bring an
improvement in the capitalist system and streamline
its defects, like the creation of alienation among factory
workers (masterfully depicted in Charlie Chaplin’s
Modern Times). For them, socialism was in no way an
answer or solution to the problem unleashed by
capitalism. Marx’s socialism was often seen as a
counterpoint from which to develop different theories.
Due to the industrial revolution people migrated from
rural to urban areas. Hence, problems such as
overcrowding, pollution, inadequate transport systems,
disparities in income, etc. arose. This influence the
system also with a plethora of cults coming up and
some of these predicted the ‘end of the world’ in the
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last years of the 20th century.  Early sociologists tried
to emulate the physical and biological sciences for
giving prestige and creating popularity to their new
discipline.

Context of Social Theory
Apart from the outer context of social theory,

the role of ideas in the development of social theory
can also be analysed. For example, during
Enlightenment a number of new ideas were
introduced and replaced existing ideas. In fact, the
17th century philosophy and science were the major
moving factors which influenced the thinkers/
intellectuals of France, such as Descartes and
Locke. Thinkers of the later period did not reject
the grand theories of these thinkers but tried to find
ground reality instead in order to give their ideas
social relevance. This proved crucial in the
development of sociology. But, the liberalism of the
Enlightenment was criticized in the form of the
‘Counter- Enlightenment’. The early sociology was
a product of an interplay between the ideas of the
Enlightenment and the ‘Counter- Enlightenment’.

For example, the Counter-Enlightenment
ideologues, such as De Bonald wanted to return to
medieval times where they felt life and living was far
harmonious as compared to the Enlightenment period.
These writers were against any progressive ideology
as they felt that both the Enlightenment and the
Industrial Revolution were forces that destroyed law,
order, peace and harmony in society.

INDIVIDUAL Vs COLLECTIVITY
As against the ideas of the Enlightenment thinkers

emphasising the individual, the thinkers opposed to it
wanted to emphasise, the collectivity or the society.
These thinkers wanted to show that other than the
individual, there was society itself which was viewed
as one long flow from past to present and onward to
the future. Moreover, there are roles and relationships
along with organizations which are its important
aspects. The ‘wholeness’ was vital aspect emphasising
showing that parts of a society were interrelated. the
conservative thinking did not like the idea of social
change which it felt was disruptive and could lead to
disorder and chaos in society.
COMTE AND ENLIGHTENMENT

In his famous book, Sociology, Comte analyzed
and reacted to the Enlightenment and the French
revolution. His ‘positive philosophy’ was an attempt
to counter the Enlightenment. His own approach was
influenced by various counter-revolutionary ideologues
like De Bonald but he ruled out a regression to the
medieval period because science had advanced too
much.

Comte developed ‘social physics’ or what he called
sociology as a counter to the social anarchy existing in
France during his times. He wanted to build sociology
on the lines of the rigorous approach of science
particularly, physics. Comte’s was an evolutionary-law
which has three ascending ‘stages’ which claim
universality:

1. Theological Stage (1300 AD): Supernatural
powers and religious icons are the most
important factors influencing the society.

2. The Metaphysical Stage (1300-1800 AD):
‘Nature’ was considered to explain everything
about man and society during this period.

3. The Positivistic Stage (1800 AD): This was
the age of science and the nature and God
lost their importance.

Thus, the evolutionary Comte was against violent
type of revolutions (Lenzer, 1975).

His work and observations on social structure and
social change stressed the relatedness of all the
components of a society. He believed in consensus and
did not subscribe to the exploitative view of the
production processes.

DURKHEIM AND THE ENLIGHTENMENT
Durkheim (1858-1917) believed, unlike Comte,

that the Enlightenment was not all negative but in fact
did have some positive aspects such as emphasis on
scientific method. He opposed anarchy and social chaos,
and was largely preoccupied with social order. He has
many pioneering works to his credit, such as, The Rules
of Sociological Method (1895) in which he stressed
the study of ‘social facts.’ These social facts are external
to and coercive of individuals in society. He
demonstrated this approach in his study of Suicide
(1897). According to Durkheim there are two types of
social facts–material (bureaucracy, law) and non-
material (social institutions and culture with which
Durkheim was preoccupied).

The Division of Labour
According to Durkheim, The Division of

Labour in Society (1893), binds the society. While
early societies had a moral basis for being
integrated, which was known as the collective
conscience, in the more advanced society the
collective conscience is weak and was it is held
together through a division of labour. Durkheim
suggested social reforms as the solution to the
problems inherent the division of labour.

In The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life
(1912/1915), Durkheim explained that society itself
was the basis for religion itself. This meant that he
stood for the status quo. In 1898, Durkheim founded a
journal called ‘L’annee Sociologique’ which promoted
his brand of sociology to the other schools and
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academics. Hence, Durkheim responded to the context
of the French Revolution and rise of industrialisation
and helped in establishing sociology as a distinct
discipline.
THE MARXIAN IDEOLOGY

In the same span of time, sociology was developing
in Germany also. Karl Marx (1818-1883) was deeply
influenced by Hegel (1770-1831) but later contradicted
him. Hegel stressed upon the ‘dialectic’ and ‘idealism’.
Dialectic itself provides a view of the world as well as
an ‘image’ of the world. It stresses the processes
including those of conflict. In the same manner, the
image of the world is also dynamic. However, Marx
accepted the use-value of the processes, he wanted to
apply it in the study of economics and not as a concept
applied to ideas only. Moreover, Hegel’s ‘idealism’
stressed the mind and ideas, and not the material world.
This extreme position was ameliorated by Feurbach.
According to Feurbach, it was society that projected
God and put him in a hallowed position above them,
getting separated/distanced from God himself but
nevertheless imbuing God with various uplifting
attributes or qualities.

Marx criticized these theories. According to Marx,
everything could be reduced to a material base not to
mind and its processes. Marx believed that capitalism
caused the problems of alienation, polarisation and
revolution. The revolution of the proletariat was, thus,
the answer to this ‘evil’. The work of Ricardo and Smith
finalised Marx’s approach which pointed out the profit
of the capitalist was at the expense or exploitation of
the wage labourers. In this manner, the ‘surplus value’
was the very basis of exploitation and the root of the
capitalist system (Marx, 1862).

Marxian Ideology
Within Marx’s economic works one can find a

sociological theory. Moreover, due to his radical
political ideas, ideological leanings and polemical
style, his theory has been questioned by conservative
thinkers even as he had questioned Hegel and
Feurbach.

 Marx’s sociology attracted many critics. The type
of activist orientation that was part of his approach and
some other reasons led to an eclipse of Marx’s
dialectical materialism. However, his ideological aspect
was a major area of difficulty for other thinkers and
this radical approach was not appreciated by the
sociologists who had been bred to hate traces of anarchy
in the society, let alone the distubances of the
enlightenment or the industrial revolution. Marx tried
to fuel a mood of hostility which would lead to a
‘polarization’ of classes and exploited proletariat would
violently dispossess the factories, industries, banks and
so on. After which there would be a societal/community

of ownership of means of production and the
exploitation of the ‘nots’ by the ‘haves’ would come to
an end. Thus, Marx stressed the oppressive nature of
capitalism.

WEBERIAN IDEOLOGY
Max Weber (1864-1920) was another major

German sociologist. Max Weber developed his theories
as a counterpoint to Marxian thought. Weber said that
Marx had developed a unicausal theory in which every
social aspect was driven or propelled by the economic
factors giving rise to ‘economic determinism’. Weber
pointed out that were several other factors or causes
which operate simultaneously in a society.

In economic determinism, it was the material that
determined ideology but in Weber’s works, we find that
it is the idea that determine the economy. Weber
discovered that the effect of religious ideas had a bearing
on economic development. He tried to  prove through
his studies on Protestantism. Weber also studied other
religions than Protestantism, including Hinduism. He
believed that the lower rate of economic development
in Hinduism was due to a constricting segmentation of
society into a large number of castes. However, Weber’s
ideas regarding Hinduism were not found to true because
sociologists in the fifties conducted studies and
concluded that Hinduism does not obstruct economic
development and that castes adapt to new economic
challenges in a positive way.

Weber was also concerned with the process of
rationalisation which led to economic development and
to the creation and existence of large bureaucracies and
social institutions in our society (Weber, 1904). Weber
showed how a social actor makes decisions regarding
his goals and his decisions themselves were influenced
by the existing rules and regulations.

Formal Rationality
Formal rationality was the preoccupation of

Weber’s discussion of the development of
bureaucratization. He pointed out that there are
three types of authority in political structures:
traditional, charismatic and rational legal systems
of authority. Traditional authority derives from the
sanctity of belief patterns, like that in monarchy.
Rational-legal authority is the basic model of
leadership most modern political systems. Most of
the system chose their leaders from legal-rational
procedures.

THE BRITISH SOCIOLOGISTS
The British sociologists emphasized the statistical

presentation with little or no theorizing. They collected
field based data and combined these findings into a
collective picture. Since the statistically oriented
sociologists were also extremely close to the
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government, they failed to see any flaw in the overall
political and economic systems of their period.

Another basic characteristic in British sociology
was the concern for reforming individuals and then
keeping them to fulfil larger goals of society. Although
they could see the flaws in system but they were very
much interested in putting the blame on individual
behaviour and attitudes. Their stand was clearly
conservative was felt to be necessary to ward off the
ogre of Marxian socialism that had gained prominence.

Individual problems of many types were analyzed
which included factors like ‘alcoholism, ‘crime’ or
‘ignorance’. However, gradually social structure
became more prominent particularly in the theories of
social evolution. Herbert Spencer was one of the leading
figures of this approach. He believed in laissez faire.
This meant that he wanted social dynamics to be
without external interventions and hence did not
advocate social reform.

SPENCER’S EVOLUTIONISM
Since Spencer was a ‘Social Darwinist’, he

believed that society would progress by itself. He felt
that this evolution should not be interfered with.
Spencer supported the idea of ‘survival of the fittest’
where those people who could adopt to the social and
natural environment would live while those could not
so adapt had to die (Buttel, 1990).

For Spencer, society as an organism, which had
interconnected parts or ‘organs’ and each had a role or
function. Unlike Comte, Spencer’s evolutionism was
thus the real material world.

Spencer’s evolution has at least two-fold. Firstly,
the ‘size’ of society increases so do the various
infrastructural and institutional needs. Secondly,
differentiation and specialization begin to manifest in
giving rise to complexity. Hence, Spencer viewed
increase in size from that of a simple to that which is
complex or ‘compound’ society.

Spencer presented yet another scheme where
evolution takes place from militant to industrial society.
Militant societies are early forms of organisation meant
for defense of a society or aggression towards another
society. These attitudes were in themselves responsible
for increase in the size. However, when industrial
societies face war they becomes dysfunctional and their
evolution is obstructed. In industrial societies, there is
great human interaction and specialization. The state
is simply a monitoring agency and its basic function is
to maintain law and order in society. According to
Spencer, if a society is strongly bonded it will survive
or else die out.

SELF-ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS

Q. 1. Discuss Comte’s evolutionary scheme for
the progression of society.

Ans. The Law of Three Stages is an idea developed
by Auguste Comte. It states that society as a whole,
and each particular science, develops through three
mentally conceived stages: (i) the theocratic stage,
(ii) the metaphysical stage, and (iii) the positive stage.

(i) The theocratic stage refers to explanation by
personified deities. Comte broke this stage into 3 sub-
stages:

A. Animism: Turning everyday objects into items
of extreme religious purpose and worship, perhaps with
godlike qualities.

B. Polytheism: Explanation of things through the
use of many gods.

C. Monotheism: Attributing all to a single,
supreme deity.

(ii) The Metaphysical stage refers to explanation
by impersonal abstract explanation. Often those who
developed metaphysical systems believed they were
engaging in scientific activity, but they were not.

(iii) The positivity stage refers to scientific
explanation based on observation, experiment, and
comparison. Positive explanations rely upon a distinct
method, the scientific method, for its justification.

Comte proposed a hierarchy of the sciences based
on historical sequence, with areas of knowledge passing
through these stages in order of complexity. The
simplest and most remote areas of knowledge–
mechanical or physical–become scientific first. These
are followed by the more complex sciences, those
considered closest to us.

The sciences, then, according to Comte’s ‘law’,
developed in this order: Mathematics; Astronomy;
Physics; Chemistry; Biology; Psychology; Sociology.
A science of society is thus the ‘Queen Science’ in
Comte’s hierarchy as it would be the most
fundamentally complex. Through social science, Comte
believed all human social ills could be remedied.

Q. 2. Which were the most important early
British sociologists? Give their theories in brief.

Ans. Herbert Spencer was one of the most
important early British sociologists. He developed an
all-embracing conception of evolution as the
progressive development of the physical world,
biological organisms, the human mind, and human
culture and societies.

Spencer pointed that all structures in the universe
develop from a simple, undifferentiated, homogeneity
to a complex, differentiated, heterogeneity, while being
accompanied by a process of greater integration of the
differentiated parts. This evolutionary process could
be found at work, Spencer believed, throughout the
cosmos. It was a universal law, applying to the stars
and the galaxies as much as to biological organisms,
and to human social organization as much as to the
human mind. It differed from other scientific laws only
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